!""#""$""%""&""'""("
)*+,-./"*0"1234567"6*541287".-9"/.:"
2,4-428"5*//1;17"+-4<1,6428"*0"2*,*-2*"
!
!
!

"#$%&'($)(*+$",!!
=.53"9.<496*-"
"
"

"
"

"#$%&'-!
63.4-48.">./.53.-9,.-"
,+661//"3*8"
"
!
!

"

!
!

*&."'!#"-$/)!!
,+661//"3*8"
!
!
$01/"-!
=.53"9.<496*-"
!

"

!

!

!

1

!

To make a submission to the next issue of Mindful as well as to inquire about positions on the
editorial board, please email: mindful.ethics@utoronto.ca

!

2

!"#$%&'()*+*,-.,/*011*%&'()2*%345&6*7&)(*)(3*&68&9&8:51*5:)("%2*568*5%)&2)2/*
!

!

3

!""#""$""%""&""'""("
!
C O N T E N TS
I SSU E 4, A U T U M N 2012
E D I T O R ¶S I N T R O D U C T I O N
Zach Davidson

5

AN INT ERVIE W
Zach Davidson

6

WITH

P R O F ESSO R J O H N D U N C A N

C A P A C I T I ES A N D L E G A L R ESP O NSI B I L I T Y :
B ASI C R ESP O NSI B I L I T Y I S N O T A V I A B L E C A N D I D A T E
Stephen Stich
A C ASE F O R C O NSE Q U E N T I A L ISM
Shakir Rahim

A T T H E I N T E RN A T I O N A L

15
C RIM INA L C OURT

33

C O N F L I C T O F I N T E R EST : R E G U L A T I N G I N T E R N A T I O N A L A R B I T R A T O RS I N C A N A D A 50
Margaret Kim
P R O P O R T I O N A L I T Y A N D N E C ESSI T Y
Professor Tom Hurka

74

U N D E R G R A D U A T E B I O G R A P H I ES

98!

!

4

E D I T O R ¶S I N T R O D U C T I O N
This fourth edition of Mindful PDUNV D QHZ FKDSWHU LQ WKH MRXUQDO¶V KLVWRU\
Formerly Mindful ZDV PDLQO\ DIILOLDWHG ZLWK WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI 7RURQWR¶V &HQWUH IRU
Ethics, where it largely focused on theoretical issues in the realms of moral and political
philosophy. Mindful ¶V new home is the Ethics, Society, and Law (ES&L) program at
Trinity College, University of Toronto. The undergraduate ES&L program is distinctively
interdisciplinary, emphasizing and engaging with issues that have both theoretical and
practical resonance. Mindful has a similarly interdisciplinary mission going forward: the
journal seeks to gather excellent undergraduate papers in a range of fields that address
topics that are relevant to society today.
The theme of this edition of Mindful has largely grown out of the submissions we
have received. We pay special attention to the interconnected notions of conflict and
responsibility. The journal opens with an interview with the director of the ES&L
program, Professor John Duncan. Professor Duncan and I discuss the exciting new
partnership between the ES&L program and Mindful , and what we hope to achieve. We
DOVR GLVFXVV 3URIHVVRU 'XQFDQ¶V RZQ UHsearch on the war in Afghanistan, from both a
practical and a normative perspective.
The three undergraduate papers we have assembled for this edition of Mindful
take the baton from Professor Duncan and go from there ,Q ³&DSDFLWLHV DQG /HJDO
Responsibility: Basic Responsibility IV1RWD9LDEOH&DQGLGDWH´6WHSKHQ6WLFKH[DPLQHV
-RKQ *DUGQHU¶V WKHRU\ UHJDUGLQJ FDSDFLW\-responsibility, which has broad implications
for our understanding of responsibility, particularly in a legal context. Shakir 5DKLP¶V
SDSHU³$&DVHIRU&RQVHTXHQWLDOLVPDWWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO&ULPLQDO&RXUW´DUJXHVWKDWWKH
ICC should not indict individuals if the result of doing so would be to increase the
occurrence of international crimes under WKH ,&&¶V jurisdiction. Finally, iQ ³&RQIOLFW RI
,QWHUHVW 5HJXODWLQJ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO $UELWUDWRUV LQ &DQDGD´ 0DUJDUHW .LP H[DPLQHV WKH
problems that arise from the competing sets of ethical guidelines that regulate
international arbitration.
The journal concludes with an essay by the philosopher Tom Hurka, entitled
³Proportionality and Necessity,´ which focuses on just war theory. Professor Hurka
argues that just war theory takes a deontological approach to evaluating the consequences
of war, and he examines the theory in the context of past wars, including the Gulf War
and the Iraq War.
Before concluding this introduction, I want to point out that Mindful has not been
published since the fall of 2008. After such a period of inactivity, a special effort was
required in order to get the journal back up and running. On that note, I owe a big thank
you to all of our contributors and to the two editors who have made this edition of
Mindful a reality. Shainaya Balchandran, who will be responsible for the next edition of
the journal, did a terrific job of editing the undergraduate papers and keeping the journal
on schedule. Russell Hoy also contributed valuable editing and insights, and was
responsible for designing the cover for this edition of Mindful .
The fourth edition of Mindful coincides with the quarter-century anniversary of
the ES&L program. We hope you enjoy it.
Zach Davidson, Mindful Editor-in-Chief
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AN INTERVIE W

WITH

P R O F ESSO R J O H N D U N C A N

John Duncan is an assistant professor and the director of the Ethics, Society, and Law
program at Trinity College, University of Toronto. He has been director of the program
since 2005. Professor Duncan is currently writing a book on the war in Afghanistan.
0LQGIXO¶V Editor-in-Chief, Zach Davidson, conducted an interview with Professor
Duncan over email in the summer of 2012 in order to get his thoughts on both Mindful
and the Afghanistan war .
M indful: Mindful KDVEHHQPDLQO\DIILOLDWHGZLWKWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI7RURQWR¶V&HQWUHIRU
Ethics since the joXUQDO¶V LQFHSWLRQ LQ  SXEOLVKLQJ WKUHH LVVXHV LQ WKDW WLPHVSDQ
0LQGIXO¶s new home is the Ethics, Society, and Law (ES&L) program at Trinity College.
As the director of the ES&L program, what are your hopes for the journal going forward?
What do you think the journal will add to the ES&L program?
John Duncan: Let me begin by thanking you, Zach, and the rest of the editorial team for
putting together the first couple of issues of Mindful under the wing of the Ethics,
Society, and Law (ES&L) program, whLFK ZH FDOO ³(-S-and-/´ <RX DUH PDNLQJ DQ
excellent beginning.
Producing a journal requires the work of talented and dedicated people, ES&L has an
excellent student body, and Mindful and ES&L share interests in interdisciplinary
normative issues. The fit between the program and the journal is all but natural. We hope
ES&L students continue to take to the journal with enthusiasm, creating a regular vehicle
for the expression of their work, both as editors and as authors.
We also expect the journal to be a significant co-curricular project, beyond the classroom,
bringing ES&L students together to produce an issue each year. Such activities encourage
students to do some of their finest work, provide them with excellent experience, help
them hone research, writing, editorial, management, and public relations skills, and build
strong relationships within the student body. We are excited about what Mindful and
ES&L can bring to each other this year.
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I should also mention that although ES&L is taking the lead in the production of the
journal, the editorial team remains open to non-ES&L students, and the journal will
solicit submissions from the entire undergraduate community at the University of
Toronto and beyond.
M indful: The ES&L program is distinctly interdisciplinary, and a goal of this edition of

Mindful was for the content of the journal to share explicitly that interdisciplinary
attitude. What do you think is the value of interdisciplinary education?
JD: Yes, ES&L is a truly interdisciplinary undergraduate major program, and by the way
the program celebrates its 25th year at the University of Toronto this year. Its core is
normative questions usually addressed in philosophy, political science, sociology, and the
law. Each disciplinary approach has its merits, of course, but actual normative issues are
considered exclusively according to single disciplines only in abstraction. To grasp an
actual issue in its fullness one has to consider all its relevant facets. For example, each of
international law, political theory, sociology, and ethics treats the legitimacy of war
differently, for there are different disciplinary approaches to questions about the
legitimacy of war, but a war is a war, a single, multifarious, and dreadful concrete object.
It is important to consider all the relevant disciplinary approaches to get as full a picture
as possible of the legitimacy of war. Of course, this generalizes to other issues as well. A
university that did not tackle issues from both disciplinary and interdisciplinary
perspectives would be a poorer university. ES&L is proud of its 25 year contribution to
interdisciplinary studies at the University of Toronto, and we are very pleased to be
moving into the next 25 years with Mindful as part of the program.
M indful: In this edition of Mindful , our contributors provide both a theoretical and
practical analysis of issues pertaining to ideas of responsibility, law, and conflict. Your
most recent research has focused on a topic that touches on all three of these areas,
namely, the war in Afghanistan. First, I would like to know, who do you think is
responsible for the Afghanistan War (assuming you can assign responsibility to some
party)?
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JD: This question has anything but a straightforward answer. Even answers such as
³2VDPD%LQ /DGHQ´DUHFULWLFL]HG%HFDXVHWKHUHDUHPDQ\LQWHUQDWLRQDO SURFHVVHVZLWK
respect to which the Afghanistan war has occurred, and because there are diverse
frameworks of information about the conflict, a comprehensive answer exceeds what can
be said in a chapter, let alone an interview.
Keeping that in mind, my simple answer is that the western powers, including Canada,
and led by the United States are responsible for the war. We went to war to deal with a
significant threat, but war is not the only way to deal with threats, and the threat of more
attacks like 9-11 was very quickly reduced by increased security around the world as well
as a bright light focused on the perpetrators. It was a war of choice. Furthermore, it was
not a good choice, for nearly eleven years into it the US, NATO, and their allies²the
greatest economic, political, and military force in history²has failed to defeat a tiny,
undertrained, technologically primitive, and badly funded insurgent force in a small
impoverished country. We chose war, and we chose badly. Perhaps a vibrant public
discussion about alternatives to war would have altered that choice; building such a
discussion today would be worth doing.
M indful: The paper by Shakir Rahim examines the role of the international community
in responding to armed conflicts, specifically the role of the International Criminal Court.
What do you think has been the role of the international community in the Afghanistan
War thus far?
JD³7KHLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPPXQLW\´LVDterm often used by politicians and the media, and
LWLVXVXDOO\PHDQWWRLQGLFDWHWKHPDMRULW\RIWKHZRUOG¶VVWDWHVDOOVKDULQJDUHDVRQDEOH
view about a particular situation. It has been invoked often to lend justification to war.
Afghanistan and Iraq²more recently, Libya, Iran, and Syria²have been said to be
defying the international community, which means, allegedly, that most states, all
reasonable, support our policies against them. However, although there was a great deal
of popular international support for the US immediately after 9-11, even within states at
odds with US policy, that support did not carry over to the invasions of Afghanistan and
!
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Iraq. Nevertheless, the US, NATO, and their allies have continued to claim that their
policies are supported by the international community.
Interestingly, Egypt was not said to be defying the international community, at least not
until it was clear that President Mubarak was unable to bring an end to the popular
uprising. Although Egypt has been a leading player in the Arab Spring, seen around the
world as a sign of hope, in which sustained non-violent popular protest can oust a corrupt
DQGEUXWDOGLFWDWRUWKH:HVW¶VWLHVWR0XEDUDNVSDUHGKLPIURPEHLQJFDOOHGDQDGYHUVDU\
of the international community. Of course, dictators of regimes toward which the West is
hostile are not spared.
Interesting international opinion polls show that more people consider the US a threat
than al Qaeda, the Taliban, or Iran, and a review of United Nations General Assembly
votes, or Security Council vetoes, reveals that the US and its allies are often at odds with
the majority of states, which certainly has some claim to be called the international
community. Because of the great power of the permanent members of the Security
Council, which preserves the dominant international relations of power from the period
immediately following World War II, important mechanisms of international governance
fail to adequately represent the international community. Thus with respect to
Afghanistan, the majority of citizens and states on earth²which constitute the actual
international community²have been unable to end the very hawkish approach that has
been taken.
Institutions such as the International Criminal Court (ICC), which is still only a decade
old, are promising. However, the US withdrew from the ICC almost at its inception, and
it withdrew from the International Court of Justice nearly two decades before that, not to
mention the significant conventions of international humanitarian law it has not ratified.
Even if the US were a completely benign state, because it has no obligations under such
international mechanisms it is difficult to understand how its war of choice in
Afghanistan is consistent with an adequate conception of the international community or
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iWVQRUPV%\VWDQGLQJRXWVLGHWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPPXQLW\¶VQRUPDWLYHLQVWLWXWLRQVDQG
mechanisms it defies that community, and its actions are in a significant sense lawless.
For example, the Western-supported regime in Afghanistan provided formal amnesty to
regime-supporting warlords alleged to have committed war-crimes before the invasion
(when the warlords were being supported by the West against the Soviets). Because the
West supported the warlords in the 1980s, because it supports them now, because US
non-membership in the ICC excludes its current support for the warlord-shielding Afghan
regime from ICC jurisdiction, and because the ICC cannot investigate situations that
occurred before 2002, Afghans wanting justice with respect to those war crimes will get
none from the ICC. There are many other examples of major difficulties in the
application of international norms. A largely just world remains a long way off.
M indful: What do you think should have been the role of the international community in
the Afghanistan War? And what do you think the role of the international community
should be going forward?
JD: The war has been waged for nearly eleven years now, it will continue for another
half decade at least (with massive Western financial and logistical support, if not troops),
and the results are not encouraging at best. The international community should foster
discussion about alternatives to war. It should have done so in 2001, to keep us out of a
bad war of choice, and it should do so now to pull us out. Of course, voices have been
building such a discussion, and they will continue to do so, but the drum beat for war is
often very loud, requiring much more critical engagement.
M indful: Has there been any discovery that has particularly surprised you regarding the
$IJKDQLVWDQZDUDV\RX¶YHFRQGXFWHG\RXUUHVHDUFK"
JD: When I wrote about close air support and civilian deaths in Afghanistan I was struck
by the simplicity of certain mechanisms of spin. Our NATO-led forces simply deny
wrongdoing when it is alleged, whether or not they are responsible. They blame the
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enemy wherever it is convenient to do so, and they only make admissions and apologies
well after other sources have made it clear that they are responsible, usually long after
main-stream media scrutiny has moved on to other issues. Together with a developed
sense of what the media and the public want to see and hear about the war, this simple
stance of denial, blame, and delay works well to deflate serious criticism of policy and
action in Afghanistan. It all proceeds quite simply, day in and day out, and there is
something unnerving about that.
M indful: If there were one thing that the Canadian public should know about the war in
Afghanistan, what would that thing be?
JD: That information about the war is being managed, sometimes intentionally and
sometimes unintentionally, but that some perseverance is all that is needed to dig for
more and better information. Because we are democrats with strong beliefs in civil and
human rights we Canadians expect our officials, including members of the media, to be
on the morally better side of important issues. However, that very expectation may lead
to credulity as much as to critical engagement, for the message may be managed so as to
meet our expectations as much as possible, deflating rather than enabling serious
criticism.
Since our country is engaged in war in Afghanistan, and since war is deadly business, it is
up to each of us to resist the temptation to simply believe what we are told. It is our duty
to subject our officials to the kind of scrutiny that helps ensure our country will be on the
better side of history. If each of us picked an issue and engaged in some sustained
digging, together we might expose the managed information and enable healthy and
effective criticism.
M indful: The last piece in this edition of Mindful is an essay by the philosopher Thomas
Hurka that examines just war theory. I thought it would be fitting to end our interview on
the same topic. So, I was wondering, do you consider the Afghanistan War to be a just
war?
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JD: ,KDYHQRW UHDG7KRPDV+XUND¶VSLHFHZKLFK ,DP VXUHLV H[FHOOHQW EXW ,KDYHWR
admit I am not a fan of just war theory. There has already been too much war in human
history so I do not think it helpful to come up with reasons to justify it. Even what some
academics think are the right reasons may be, and are, misused in practice, and the
misuse of a justification for war can have horrendous consequences. Rather, we need to
develop criticisms of war.
Take the apparently simple case of self-defense. Very few would say that a war of selfdefense is illegitimate in the case where a state minding its own business is attacked by
an aggressor state. However, if we find ourselves judging an entire state to be purely
aggressive, in contrast to our own innocence, and if we then go on to conclude that war is
justified, we have made a strange sort of judgment with a dire consequence. Most likely,
at least a significant minority of citizens in the aggressor state would much prefer peace.
It is very difficult to imagine a state being essentially, fully, or completely aggressive,
down to its last citizens. Such a state²entirely uncompromising and violent²is so
unlikely we ought to be critical of any such judgments we or others make. Actions that
might very well maim and kill people ought not to be based on such judgments.
,Q PDQ\ FDVHV VXFK MXGJPHQWV KDYH EHHQ PDGH DERXW VWDWHV¶ OHDGHUV DORQH EXW RIWHQ
enough those leaders have been befriended when it was useful for us to do so. Friends
one day, enemies the next, such leaders are not purely aggressive, but rather individuals
(with supporting elites) with whom negotiations and diplomacy have worked, and may
yet work again.
Furthermore, war could be called the failure of peaceful co-existence, which comes close
to saying that war is the failure of ethics as such. If we cannot live together and
adjudicate disputes peacefully, if we must kill each other, we have in many respects
failed as ethical individuals and communities. In such a situation of failure there might be
better and worse considerations both about the fight as a whole, and about particular
aspects within the fight, which are the two traditional domains of just war theory, but the
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only genuinely good option is the peaceful cessation of war. Thus I find it difficult to
defend any war with a term as normatively important as justice. Because the Afghanistan
war is a war of choice, and a bad choice at that, I am certainly unwilling to defend it as a
just one. Entering such a war is a very deep failure of peaceful co-existence. As I said
above, there are other ways to deal with threats, including diplomacy, which, with
important exceptions of course, is on the side of peaceful co-existence, unlike war. We
are too quick to judge that diplomacy must fail and so war is legitimate by some kind of
necessity.
Finally, I suggest that the fruits of a wide-ranging and careful analysis of the facts in any
particular case will exceed just about any example of just war theory. And surely, careful
and reflective analysis and discussion of the details are necessary to decide if a theory is
applicable, so one cannot substitute theory for investigation. The particulars are always
challenging; just war theories are usually Procrustean beds.
Of course, these objections are all too briefly stated, and proponents of just war theory
will attack them on many grounds. I might reply at length with much more subtle
clarifications, but then I would be falling into the world of just war theory, which, in my
opinion, would do little to help build the sort of relevant citizen-based discussion that
might help us avoid more war.
/HWPHFORVHE\FRPPHQGLQJ\RXIRUNLFNLQJRII(6 /¶V Mindful with an issue that is
open to disciplinary, interdisciplinary, and engaged and critical discussions.
Also, I have seen some of the work going into the second ES&L issue²including an
interview with Sharhzad Mojab²which looks wonderful.
I look forward to seeing the first two issues on-line during this the 25th year of the Ethics,
Society, and Law program.
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If it tempts you so much, try going inside in spite of my prohibition.
But take note. I am powerful. And I am only the most lowly gatekeeper.
But from room to room stand gatekeepers, each more powerful than the other.
I cannot endure even one glimpse of the third.
Franz Kafka, Before the Law
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C A P A C I T I ES A N D L E G A L R ESP O NSI B I L I T Y :
B ASI C R ESP O NSI B I L I T Y I S N O T

A

V IABL E C ANDIDA T E

Stephen G.W. Stich
ABSTRACT. ,QWKLVSDSHU,DUJXHWKDW-RKQ*DUGQHU¶VYHUVLRQRIFDSDFLW\-responsibility is
inadequate. In §1, I outline his position. In §2, I raise an objection and address three
SRVVLEOHUHVSRQVHV0\JHQHUDOVWUDWHJ\LVWRVKRZWKDW*DUGQHU¶VYLHZHQWDLOVWKDWEasic
responsibility is a necessary condition for consequential responsibility, but that this
results in unintuitive consequences.
INTRODUCTION
The nature of legal responsibility is fundamentally important to the philosophy of law,
since responsibility is closely related to liability and criminal punishment. Unfortunately,
the notion of responsibility is difficult to understand, particularly because it is used in
different senses. Here are two such senses: (1) Nigel is acquitted because he was deemed

not a responsible person WKLQNRI³GLPLQLVKHGUHVSRQVLELOLW\´ DQG   0HOLVVDLV held
responsible for accidentally breaking the vase. In (1), responsibility is understood as
some sort of a capacity, and as such can be specified without direct reference to any law;
we might say that Nigel is not responsible, simpliciter . In (2), though, responsibility is
understood roughly as a duty to compensate, and therefore is based on the violation of a
particular legal duty; we might say that Melissa is responsible to someone for breaking
the vase.
It seems plausible that there is a close connection between these two senses of
responsibility, since one might like to think that people are held responsible for their

conduct only when they are responsible people.1 In other words, one might think that
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1

That capacities play a central role in determining responsibility is not universally agreed-upon, as some,
such as Arthur Ripstein, believe that responsibility is based on entitlements and duties rather than on
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being a responsible person is a necessary condition for being held responsible, at least in
WKHVSKHUHRIDFWLRQVLQZKLFKRQHLVKHOGUHVSRQVLEOHIRURQH¶VRZQFRQGXFW2 While this
claim seems plausible, it is difficult to provide an adequate account of the relevant
capacity that determines when one is a responsible person. One such account is given by
John Gardner, who claims that capacity-responsibility, or basic responsibility as he calls
LW LV XQGHUVWRRG DV WKH ³DELOLW\ WR UHVSRQG´3 RU OLWHUDOO\ ³UHVSRQVH-DELOLW\´4 What this
means will be explained shortly.
The purpose of this paper is to show that basic responsibility is an inadequate
QRWLRQ RI FDSDFLW\ ,Q  , H[SODLQ WKH UHOHYDQW DVSHFWV RI *DUGQHU¶V DFFRXnt. In §2, I
examine a case in which the defendant is held responsible but is not basically responsible,
which shows that being a responsible person cannot be a necessary condition for being
KHOG UHVSRQVLEOHDW OHDVWRQ*DUGQHU¶V FRQFHSWLRQRIZKDW LWPHDns to be a responsible
person. Intuition and the law both dictate that the defendant in question should be held
responsible, so I will also respond to three objections to my argument, all of which
attempt to show that the defendant actually is basically responsible. The narrow
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
capacities . This means that, depending on tKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³FDSDFLW\´ YLHZV VXFK DV 5LSVWHLQ¶V PLJKW
entail that one can be held responsible without being a responsible person . See, for example: Ripstein,
$UWKXU ³3KLORVRSK\RI7RUW/DZ´ LQ The Oxford Handbook of Jurisprudence and Legal Philosophy, ed.
Jules Coleman and Scott Shapiro. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.
2
This proviso excludes cases such as, for example, pet-RZQHUV¶UHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUWKHDFWLRQVRIWKHLUSHWV
in which it is less (or not at all) intuitive that one is held responsible only when one is a responsible person.
3
Gardner, John. Relations of Responsibility. Oxford Legal Studies Research Paper No. 15/2011, p. 1. The
ILQDO YHUVLRQ RI WKLV SDSHU KDV VLQFH EHHQ SXEOLVKHG LQ *DUGQHU -RKQ ³5HODWLRQV RI 5HVSRQVLELOLW\´ in
Crime, Punishment, and Responsibility: The Jurisprudence of Antony Duff , ed. Rowan Cruft, Matthew H.
Kramer, and Mark R. Reiff. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. I am citing the working paper
because I have not been able to access the book.
There is an ambiguity in what it means for a person to be able to respond to reasons, since this ability might
or might not involve sensory capacities in addition to rational ones . I think that a more charitable and
accurate reading of Gardner would place this ability solely within the rational sphere . However, because
my eventual counterexample to Gardner works on both interpretations, and because it would take several
pages to show that the correct interpretation involves only rational abilities, I have concluded that resolving
this ambiguity would take us too far afield . I suggest that the reader think of the ability to respond to
reasons as a solely rational ability (i.e. one that takes place only after perception of the relevant facts has
occurred).
4
Gardner, John. Offences and Defenses. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007, p. 182.
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FRQFOXVLRQ RI WKH SDSHU LV *DUGQHU¶V QRWLRQ RI FDSDFLW\ LV LQDGHTXDWH 7KH EURDG
conclusion is that, if there is a type of capacity that is independently relevant to legal
responsibility, it cannot be understood solely in terms of the ability to answer for oneself.
/HWPHVWDUWE\H[SODLQLQJ*DUGQHU¶VYLHZ

I. THE BASICS OF BASIC RESPONSIBILITY
In addition to the above characterizations of basic responsibility, consider this one: Basic
UHVSRQVLELOLW\LV³WKHDELOLW\WRH[SODLQRQHVHOI, to give an intelligible account of oneself,
WRDQVZHUIRURQHVHOIDVDUDWLRQDOEHLQJ´5 This implies that basic responsibility has two
HOHPHQWVWKHDELOLW\WR KDYHUHDVRQV IRURQH¶V FRQGXFW DQGWKHDELOLW\WRFRPPXQLFDWH
these reasons to other rational beings. As Gardner puts it, these elements form a
FRPSRXQG WKDW HQWDLOV WKDW RQH KDV ³WKH UHDVRQ RI D FRPPXQLFDWRU DQG WKH
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ RI D UHDVRQHU´ 6 ,Q WULDOV WKLV RIWHQ FRPHV RXW DV WKH ³DELOLW\ WR RIIHU
MXVWLILFDWLRQVDQGH[FXVHV´7 since justifications and excuses are normally reasons for the
GHIHQGDQW¶V EHKDYLRXU WKDW IUHH KHU IURP OLDELOLW\ )RU H[DPSOH \RX PLJKW MXVWLI\ \RXU
decision to punch me in the face by claiming that it was reasonable to do so, given that I
was running at you with a knife. Thus, by asserting that she had a reason for behaving in
a particularly way, the defendant a fortiori claims that she is a being capable of having
and communicating these reasons. So, by offering a justification or excuse, one asserts
RQH¶VEDVLFUHsponsibility.
However, according to Gardner, basic responsibility is more than an ability ± it is
DOVRDSURSHQVLW\WKDWDOOUDWLRQDOEHLQJVSRVVHVV³7KRVHZKRDUHFDSDEOHRIH[SODLQLQJ
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
5

Gardner (2007), 182.
Ibid., 186.
7
Ibid., 182.
6
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WKHPVHOYHV FDQQRW EXW ZDQW WR GR VR´8 This is illustrated by the fact that defendants,
when given the choice between pleading diminished responsibility ± thereby asserting
that they were incapable of responding to reasons at hand ± and offering a justification or
excuse, will almost always choose to offer the justification or excuse.9 For, as we have
seen, offering a justification or excuse involves giving a reason IRURQH¶VFRQGXFWZKLFK

de facto DVVHUWV RQH¶V VWDWXV DV D UDWLRQDO EHLQJ +RZHYHU LQ SOHDGLQJ GLPLQLVKHG
responsibility, the defendant gives up her chance at making this assertion, since
diminished responsibility entails an inability to respond to the reasons at hand. So,
Gardner claims that the fact that defendants would rather offer a justification or excuse
than plead diminished responsibility shows that rational beings want to be seen as
rational.
Furthermore, Gardner holds that the assertion of basic responsibility is
LQWULQVLFDOO\YDOXDEOHIRUWZRUHDVRQV)LUVWKHVHHVLWDVD³KXPDQJRRG´10 or a natural
SDUWRIH[HUFLVLQJRQH¶V H[LVWHQFHDV DUDWLRQDl being. Second, he holds that all rational
EHLQJV KDYH DQ LQWHUHVW LQ SRVVHVVLQJ D ³VXFFHVVIXO XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH ZRUOG DURXQG
WKHP´11 In a trial, it is most often the case that a large part of this understanding turns on
the reasons that the defendant JLYHV IRU KHU FRQGXFW 7KXV WKH GHIHQGDQW¶V FRUUHFW
assertion of her identity as a rational being enables all involved in the trial to have a
successful understanding of the world around them.
However, as we have already seen, basic responsibility is not the only kind of
responsibility found in trials. Gardner identifies the other kind, consequential
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Gardner (2011), 3.
Gardner (2007), 180-1.
10
Ibid., 181.
11
Ibid., 188.
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responsibilityZLWKEHLQJIRUFHGWREHDUWKHPRUDORUOHJDOFRQVHTXHQFHVRIRQH¶VFRQGXFW
(i.e. being held responsible in the sense that Melissa is held responsible for breaking the
vase). 12 Consequential responsibility plays two important (but, as we shall see,
dispensable) roles relevant to basic responsibility in trials. First, the threat of
consequential responsibility (i.e. the threat of being punished, being held liable, etc.)
provides a motivation for people to express their basic responsibility. This works
because, all things being equal, people do not want to be held consequentially
responsible, and the threat of being held consequentially responsible provides a
motivation for the defendant to offer a justification or excuse ± in other words, it provides
a motivation for the defendant to explain herself, and therefore to assert her basic
responsibility. The threat of consequential responsibility is an effective means of
motivating such assertions because the only alternative open to the defendant, apart from
accepting avoidable and unpleasant consequences, is to assert that she was incapable of
responding to reasons in the situation. And, as we have already seen, this is inconsistent
ZLWKUDWLRQDOEHLQJV¶LQQDWHSURSHQVLWLHVWRDVVHUWWKHLUUDWLRQDOLW\7KHUHIRUHWKHWKUHDWRI
consequential responsibility motivates assertions of basic responsibility, which are
intrinsically valuable.
Second, according to Gardner, being held consequentially responsible serves to

express the fact that one is basically responsible. 13 That is, the fact that one is held
responsible expresses the fact that one is a responsible person. The converse, however, is
not true: basic responsibility does not express consequential responsibility, since
communicating that one acted in accordance with reasons does not express that one must
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Ibid., 177.
Ibid., 191-2.
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EHDUWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVRIWKLVFRQGXFW$IWHUDOORQHFDQDVVHUWRQH¶VEDVLFUHVSRQVLELOLW\
by offering a justification or excuse, which can nullify consequential responsibility.
Crucially, the fact that consequential responsibility expresses basic responsibility
means that being held consequentially responsible when not basically responsible
prevents part of the intrinsic value of basic responsibility ± that of enabling people to
understand the world around them ± from being actualized. In other words, if
consequential responsibility serves at least partly to express basic responsibility, then a
GHIHQGDQW¶s being held consequentially responsible when not basically responsible
hinders the community of rational beings from understanding the world around them.
This is because this finding of consequential responsibility incorrectly asserts that the
defendant is also basically responsible, thereby providing false information to the
FRPPXQLW\ RI UDWLRQDO EHLQJV )RU WKLV UHDVRQ ZH FDQ VD\ WKDW RQ *DUGQHU¶V DFFRXQW

basic responsibility is a necessary condition for consequential responsibility. It is worth
noting that Gardner claims that trials would still be valuable even if punishment and civil
remedies were abolished from them because defendants would still be given the
opportunity to explain themselves,14 IRUSHRSOH¶VSURSHQVLWLHVWRH[SUHVVWKHLUUDWLRQDOLW\
would still motivate this explanation. This reflects an important sense in which basic
responsibility is more basic than consequential responsibility ± there are some cases in
which people can be basically responsible without being consequentially responsible, but,
DFFRUGLQJWR*DUGQHU¶VWKHRU\WKHFRQYHUVHLVLPSRVVLEOH15
It might occur to the reader ± for good reason ± that trials are an incomplete
means to the end of helping all rational beings understand the world around them. For, as
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Ibid., 190-2.
Remember, of course, that our discussion is restricted to the sphere of consequential responsibility in
which one is held responsible IRURQH¶VRZQFRQGXFW.
15
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Gardner admits, one can be compelled to explain oneself only when one is suspected of
KDYLQJFRPPLWWHGDZURQJEHFDXVH³>W@RFKDOOHQJHVRPHRQHWRMXVWLI\RUH[FXVHKHUVHOI
with a threat of punishment in the event that her justification or excuse is unsatisfactory,
is to DFFXVHKHURIFRPPLWWLQJDZURQJ´16 However, Gardner does not mean for trials to
be the only useful way of expressing basic responsibility ± they are just the only
situations in which people can be forced to give an account of themselves. In fact, all
assertions of basic responsibility are valuable.17
Before concluding this section, it is important to note that Gardner does not claim
that basic responsibility is a sufficient condition for legal responsibility more generally.
For Gardner recognizes that there are some senses of responsibility that are based on
what one person owes another, but denies that basic responsibility is one of these
senses. 18 Coupled with his claim that one can be threatened with consequential
responsibility only when one is legitimately suspected of legal wrongdoing, it can be
reasonably inferred that Gardner holds that responsibility in the law also requires the
violation of a legal duty; people can be punished or held liable only when they have been
found to have violated a legal duty. But, crucially, they must also be basically
responsible, since basic responsibility is a necessary condition for consequential
responsibility.19 In what follows, we shall be primarily concerned with the relationship
between basic and consequential responsibility.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Ibid., 196-7.
This clearly presupposes that the trial is at a stage at which it has been established that the defendant was
in some way implicated in the wrong; for some trials might center on whether or not the prosecution is able
to causally connect the defendant with the wrong, and therefore whether or not it is legitimate to demand
that the defendant explain herself . Such trials would not necessarily require the defendant to take the stand,
let alone justify or excuse herself.
18
Gardner (2011), 2.
19
There is a terminological question here of whose answer I am not sure . It could be that, for Gardner, one
must be basically responsible in order to be said to violate a legal duty; on the other hand, he might say that
17
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II. MY OBJECTION: A CASE IN WHICH THE DEFENDANT IS CONSEQUENTIALLY
RESPONSIBLE BUT NOT BASICALLY RESPONSIBLE
In this section, I raise an objection to the notion that basic responsibility is a necessary
condition for consequential responsibility. This is not meant to diminish the value of
basic responsibility, but to show that there are some instances in which a person can be
held consequentially responsible without being basically responsible. This means,
broadly speaking, that, if we want to hold onto the claim that people are held responsible
because they are responsible people, being a responsible person cannot be understood in
terms of being basically responsible.
My objection is best illustrated with an example: Charles is a person of normal
FDSDFLWLHVZKRKDVDKDELWRIZDONLQJRQSHRSOH¶V\DUGVHYHQZKHQKHFRXOGMXVWDVHDVLO\
walk on a sidewalk. The habit is so entrenched that he does not even realize that it is a
habit, and so does not think about changing it ± it is part of his normal routine. As he
ZDONV RQ 'DUUHQ¶V \DUG KH DFFLGHQWDOO\ WUDPSOHV VRPH IORZHUV 1RZ LQWXLWLRQ DQG WKH
law both dictate consequential responsibility in this case ± Charles must pay Darren for
the damages caused to the flowers. However, it is not clear here that Charles had a reason
for behaving in the way he did, for his behaviour was simply the result of habit. Because
Charles did not have a reason for his conduct, he cannot be held basically responsible or,
by extension, consequentially responsible. And, this violates intuition and the law. So, in
a nutshell, my objection is:

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
one can violate a legal duty without being basically responsible, but can be held consequentially
responsible for it only when basically responsible . The answer to this question makes no difference to my
argument, though, because my counterexample in Section 2 already assumes that the defendant 1) violates
a legal duty, and 2) is consequentially responsible.
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(1) Assume (for reductio) that basic responsibility is a necessary condition for
consequential responsibility.
(2) Charles is not basically responsible.
Therefore,
(3) Charles is not consequentially responsible. [1, 2]
But,
(4) Charles is consequentially responsible.
Therefore,
(5) (1) is false. [3, 4]
:KHUHPLJKWRQHREMHFW"  LVIURP*DUGQHU¶VYLHZ  ORJLFDOO\IROORZVIURP
(1) and (2), and (4) is given by intuition and the law. Given that (3) and (4) entail a
contradiction, (1) or (2) must be denied. The only option for a defender of Gardner,
therefore, would be to deny (2). So, in the rest of the section, I will defend (2) against
three potential objections. The first is that some non-UDWLRQDO DELOLW\ SUHYHQWHG &KDUOHV¶
basic responsibility from being expressed, but Charles really ought to be considered
EDVLFDOO\UHVSRQVLEOH7KHVHFRQGLVWKDW&KDUOHV¶KDELWH[SUHVVHVKLVEDVLFUHVSRQVLELOLW\
7KHWKLUGXVHV-RVHSK5D]¶V5DWLRQDO)XQFtioning Principle to argue that Charles can be
held responsible for the failure of his rational capacities.
Before starting with the objections, though, let me say a few words about the
intuition of the case. It might be thought that, because Charles does not realize what he is
doing, he must be mentally ill, and would therefore not be held consequentially
responsible ± he could plead diminished responsibility. While this might be a tempting
thought, we normally do not consider a person to be mentally ill only in virtue of his
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having a relatively trivial habit. For example, if a person, while presenting a paper, has a
habit of raising the pitch of his voice at the end of each sentence, we do not due to this
fact doubt the legitimacy of his presentation because the habit suggests that he is insane,
or recommend to him later that he get psychiatric help. Rather, we simply recognize that
this otherwise completely normal person has a strange habit, and leave it at that. In other
words, we treat the person with the strange habit normally. The same is true for Charles.
That is, there is no reason to infer from the fact that he has a relatively trivial habit to the
fact that he must be of diminished responsibility. For, he could be otherwise completely
normal. Sometimes normal people have strange habits, and Charles is one of those
people. His habit is no reason to think that he ought not to be treated normally; in other
words, it is no reason to think that he ought not be absolved of his consequential
responsibility.

II.1: NON-RATIONAL ABILITIES PREVENTED CHARLES¶ BASIC RESPONSIBILITY FROM
BEING EXPRESSED.
There is an ambiguity in what Gardner means by the ability to respond to reasons (see
footnote 3). It clearly involves the ability to process information given by RQH¶VVHQVRU\
faculties, but it is an open question to Gardner whether it can also require the ability to
obtain this information (e.g. via sense perception) in the first place. I think that Gardner
would claim that it involves only the rational part of thLVDELOLW\ LHQRWRQH¶VDELOLW\WR
obtain the relevant information via sense perception), and I am willing to concede this
point for the sake of the following objection. There is no disadvantage to the defender of
Gardner for allowing me to concede this because it is necessary for the objection.
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Now, suppose that a defendant fails to exercise her rational abilities not because
her rational abilities fail, but because a non-rational ability prevents them from kicking in
in the right way ± perhaps, for example, she did not see the car swerving in front of her
own car until it was too late, but she could have seen it had her reflexes been working
properly.20 It is clear that the defendant is not strictly basically responsible because she
did not respond to a UHOHYDQWUHDVRQEXWLWLVHTXDOO\FOHDUWKDWWKHGHIHQGDQWLVQRWµQRWbasically-UHVSRQVLEOH¶LQWKHVDPHVHQVHDVVKHZRXOGEHLIVKHKDGVHHQWKHFDULQWLPH
but not acted accordingly. This is because her failure to respond to relevant reasons in
this case is not caused by a failure of her rational faculties. And, because the ability to
respond involves only RQH¶V UDWLRQDO IDFXOWLHV DV ZH DUH VXSSRVLQJ IRU WKH VDNH RI WKLV
objection), there is a sense in which it would be disingenuous to claim that this defendant
is not basically responsible.
The objector might claim, therefore, that there should be a third category ±
indeterminate basic responsibility ± that captures situations in which this occurs.
However, this is complicated when it comes to trials because in trials there are only two
options instead of three: either the defendant is consequentially responsible or she is not.
Because there is no room for this third category in trials, the defender of Gardner might
claim that the best option given the situation is to make the best possible inference as to
whether or not the defendant would have been able to respond to the reason at hand had
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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It is important to be careful here, for there is a sense in which she is acting rationally ± she is acting in
DFFRUGDQFHZLWKKHUVHQVHV¶UHSRUWRIDFOHDUURDGDKHDG+RZHYHUVKHLV not acting rationally with respect
to the question at hand, for the question at hand is whether she ought to be considered basically responsible
for hitting the car . And, we cannot infer from the fact that she is acting rationally with respect to the
information that there is a clear road ahead to the fact that she would have acted rationally had her senses
reported that there was a car in front of her . So, while she is acting rationally in a sense, it is not the sense
that we are concerned with ± in assessing liability for damage caused to the car and its occupants, the
question that must be asked is whether she is basically responsible for hitting the car, not whether she was
acting rationally given her sensory information.
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her non-rational abilities been working properly. And, in many cases, the defendant
would have been able to respond to reasons but for the failure of her non-rational
abilities. Therefore, even though she did not respond to reasons, she ought to be
considered basically responsible anyway.
Again, I will concede this line of argument to the defender of Gardner, since it
seems plausible. The next step will be to claim that Charles is prevented from responding
to reasons by the failure of some non-rational ability and that, on the whole, he should be
considered basically responsible because, had this non-rational ability not failed, he
would have responded to the relevant reason. The question, then, is: Which factor in
&KDUOHV¶ VLWXDWLRQ SUHYHQWV KLV UDWLRQDO DELOLWLHV IURP NLFNLQJ LQ" 7KH RQO\ SRWHQWLDO
candidate, it seems, is a factor that distracts Charles from contemplating reasons against
ZDONLQJRQ'DUUHQ¶VODZQDPHO\KLVKDELWRIZDONLQJRQODZQV,QRUGHUIRUWKHUHVSRQVH
WRZRUNWKHIROORZLQJSURSRVLWLRQKHUHDIWHUFDOOHG3ZRXOGKDYHWREHWUXH³,IDSHUVRQ
is distracted then her rational faculties do not fail, but rather do not have the chance to
NLFNLQ´,ZLOOQRZVKRZWKDW3LVIDOVH
On the face of it, P seems plausible, since it seems that the capacities required to
RYHUFRPHDGLVWUDFWLRQ LQ&KDUOHV¶FDVHKLVKDELWRIZDONLQJRQSHRSOH¶VODZQVLQVWHDG
of the sidewalk) are not necessarily the same as the capacities required to contemplate the
reason that the distractions are preventing one from contemplating. For it might be the
case that if Charles had recognized that his habit distracted him from contemplating a
reason, he would have contemplated that reason. Thus, not holding Charles
consequentially responsible, according to P, would imply that he did not have the rational
capacities required to contemplate that reason, which would be an incorrect identity
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assertion. This would mean that Charles would have to be held consequentially
responsible.21
)RU ZKDW IROORZV E\ ³UHFRJQL]LQJ D UHDVRQ´ , PHDQ ³UHDOL]LQJ WKDW D SDUWLFXODU
UHDVRQ DSSOLHV WR RQH¶V VHQVRU\ LQIRUPDWLRQ´ 7KLV LV WR EH GLVWLQJXLVKHG IURP the
acquisition of that information ± recognizing a reason comes after sense perception. Now,
it is first important to realize that P presupposes that recognizing a particular reason is not
part of the act of contemplating that reason. For if it were part of the act of contemplating
that reason, then the failure to recognize a reason would constitute a failure to
contemplate it, since it is impossible to contemplate a reason that one has not recognized.
And, if a failure to recognize a reason were to constitute a failure to contemplate it then P
ZRXOGEHIDOVHVLQFHLWZRXOGEHWKHFDVHWKDWDSHUVRQ¶VEHLQJGLVWUDFWHG would entail the
failure of her rational faculties. I will now show that there is no good reason to believe
that recognizing a reason is not part of the act of contemplating it.
We saw above that P seems plausible because the capacities required to overcome
a distraction are not necessarily the same as those that involve other aspects of
contemplation. However, the reason for this stipulation is ad hoc. Now, it is clear that
contemplating a reason can involve more than one distinct activity; for example,
contemplating a reason can involve weighing it against other reasons, applying it to
different circumstances, etc. Moreover, these distinct activities could involve different
capacities. This means that it is already presupposed that distinct activities involving
different sets of capacities can be part of the overall act of contemplation. Therefore, to
exclude the recognition of a reason (and by this I mean only in those cases in which one
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Strictly speaking, this only means that he would have to be held basically responsible . But, as he also
satisfies the other condition of consequential responsibility ± the violation of a legal duty ± he will also be
held consequentially responsible.
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already has the correct sensory information) from the overall act of contemplating it
would require that there be some salient difference between recognizing a reason and all
other ways of contemplating one; and there is strong reason to believe that there is no
such difference. For, like all other activities involved in contemplation, both involve the
use of distinctively rational capacities, and both are necessary conditions for the success
of the act of contemplation whenever they apply. 22 And, these seem to be the
paradigmatic features of instances of contemplation. Therefore, because there seems to be
no salient reason to exclude the process of recognizing a reason from the process of
contemplating a reason, doing so would be ad hoc ± there are better reasons to think that
the process of recognizing a reason is part of the process of contemplating a reason.
Furthermore, factors that distract one from contemplating a particular reason are
themselves simply impediments to recognizing that reason. This means that the failure to
overcome these distracters is a failure of the capacity to recognize a particular reason.
And, given that the capacity to recognize a reason is a necessary component of the overall
act of contemplation (it is surely impossible to contemplate a reason at all without
recognizing it), the failure to recognize a reason constitutes a failure of the overall act of
contemplating that reason. Therefore, the failure to overcome a distracting factor can be
considered a failure of the ability to contemplate the reason that the distracter prevents
one from contemplating, since the failure to overcome the distraction constitutes the
failure to recognize the reason. This entails that P is false and that, therefore, Charles
cannot be held basically responsible in virtue of assuming basic responsibility from a
strictly indeterminate case. Thus, the first response to my objection fails.
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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,VWLSXODWH ³ZKHQHYHUWKH\DSSO\´ EHFDXVHLQVRPHFDVHVFHUWDLQSRVVLEOHDVSHFWVRIWKHRYHUDOODFWRI
contemplation will not exist . For example, it will sometimes not be necessary to weigh a particular reason
against others, because no such others will exist . However, recognition of a reason applies in all cases.
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II.2: HABITS EXPRESS RATIONALITY
Now, the second response has a significantly different flavour from the first: while the
ILUVW GHQLHV WKDW &KDUOHV¶ UDWLRQDO FDSDFLWLHV IDLO WKH VHFRQG FODLPV WKDW &KDUOHV¶ KDELW
LWVHOI H[SUHVVHV KLV UDWLRQDO FDSDFLWLHV 7KLV UHVSRQVH ZRXOG FODLP WKDW VLQFH &KDUOHV¶
habit itself derives from the consideration of a reason, it therefore expresses his rational
identity.
There are two problems with this response. The first is that it might be simply
false, i.e. that Charles might have acquired a habit due simply to repeated behaviour
involving him ZDONLQJRQSHRSOH¶VODZQVWKDWGLGQRWLQYROYHFRQWHPSODWLQJUHDVRQV7KH
VHFRQG SUREOHP LV WKDW HYHQ LI &KDUOHV¶ KDELW ZHUH WR H[SUHVV KLV UDWLRQDO DELOLWLHV LQ
virtue of the fact that his habit was arrived at due to consideration of some reasons, these
are the wrong rational abilities, since they could very well be significantly outdated ±
perhaps Charles acquired this habit when he was a child and did not bother contemplating
his behaviour since then. In this case, Charles would, by being held consequentially
responsible, express the rational identity he had when his rational abilities were markedly
different from his current ones; the fact that he was able to use particular reasons a long
time ago does not entail that he still has the same ability. Furthermore, when he was
formulating the habit in the past, he was beset by different circumstances, most
pertinently the fact that, in the past, he did not have the impediment of a habit making it
more difficult for him to consider the relevant reasons. Therefore, this response fails in
virtue of the fact that it would express the wrong rational identity.
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II.3: BASIC RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE EXPRESSED BY THE FAILURE OF ONE¶S RATIONAL
CAPACITIES
The third response to my objection stems from consideration of -RVHSK 5D]¶V 5DWLRQDO
)XQFWLRQLQJ 3ULQFLSOH $FFRUGLQJ WR 5D] ZH DUH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU ³FRQGXFW ZKLFK LV WKH
UHVXOW RI WKH IXQFWLRQLQJ VXFFHVVIXO RU IDLOHG RI RXU SRZHUV RI UDWLRQDO DJHQF\´ 23 It
should be pointed out that this is not entirely consistent wLWK *DUGQHU¶V DFFRXQW RI WKH
ZD\LQ ZKLFKZHDUHKHOG UHVSRQVLEOH:KLOH*DUGQHUFODLPVWKDW DVVHUWLQJRQH¶VEDVLF
responsibility for a particular conduct involves communicating the reason that one used
LQ FRQWHPSODWLQJ VDLG FRQGXFW 5D]¶V SULQFLSOH GRHV Qot have this requirement. Instead,
Raz requires only that one have mastery of the conduct in question, that the conduct in
TXHVWLRQ EH LQ RQH¶V ³GRPDLQ RI VHFXUH FRPSHWHQFH´ 24 This is not the same as basic
responsibility, but it is very similar, and serves a similar function. According to Raz, by
DVVHUWLQJWKDWRQH¶VIDLOXUHWREHKDYHLQDFHUWDLQZD\ZDVGXHWRDPDOIXQFWLRQLQRQH¶V
rational capacities, one is thereby de facto asserting that one has said capacities. In
*DUGQHU¶VWHUPVDFFRUGLQJWRWKH5DWLRQDO)XQFWLRQLQJ3ULQFLSOHRQHFDQH[SUHVVRQH¶V
basic responsibility when one fails to use a reason by asserting that using the reason is
QRUPDOO\ZLWKLQRQH¶VGRPDLQRIVHFXUHFRPSHWHQFH
It might seem, therefore, that embracing the Rational Functioning Principle solves
the problem of basic responsibility in the Charles case. For, if we can be held basically
responsible for failures as well as successes, then it might seem as if Charles can be held
basically responsible for the failure of his rational capacities to consider a reason against
WUDPSOLQJ 'DUUHQ¶V IORZHUV +RZHYHU WKH 5DWLRQDO )XQFWLRQLQJ 3ULQFLSOH SUHVXSSRVHV
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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WKDWWKHFRQGXFWLQTXHVWLRQEHZLWKLQ&KDUOHV¶GRPDLQRIVHFXUHFRPSHWHQFHDQGWKHUH
are telling reasons that we should not assume that walking on the sidewalk falls into this
domain for Charles.
1RZ 5D] GRHV QRW SURYLGH D GHILQLWLRQ RI WKH ³GRPDLQ RI VHFXUH FRPSHWHQFH´
but he does associate this domain with the range of actions of which we are masters.25
Again, this is somewhat ambiguous, but it is plausible that, broadly speaking, an action of
which one is a master is an action that one can be reliably expected to complete on a
JLYHQ RFFDVLRQ DQG RQH WKDW LV SULPDULO\ ZLWKLQ RQH¶V VSKHUH RI FRQWURO 26 If this is
indeed what Raz means by the domain of secure competence, then it should be clear that
QRW WUDPSOLQJ 'DUUHQ¶V IORZHUV LV QRW ZLWKLQ &KDUOHV¶ GRPDLQ RI VHFXUH FRPSHWHQFH
:KLOHWKHEHKDYLRXULVZLWKLQ&KDUOHV¶VSKHUHRIFRQWUROSDVWH[SHULHQFHGLFWDWHVWKDWLW
is unlikely that Charles would have not trampled the flowers, given his habit of walking
RQSHRSOH¶VODZQVGHVSLWHWKHVLGHZDONEHLQJULJKWEHVLGHKLP7KLVPHDQVWKDWKHFDQQRW
be reliably expected to avoid the lawn, from which it follows that not trampling the
flowerVLVQRWZLWKLQ&KDUOHV¶GRPDLQRIVHFXUHFRPSHWHQFH7KHUHIRUH&KDUOHVFDQQRW
OHJLWLPDWHO\ DVVHUW WKDW WUDPSOLQJ 'DUUHQ¶V IORZHUV FRQVWLWXWHV D PDOIXQFWLRQLQJ RI KLV
rational capacities in the sense required by the Rational Functioning Principle. Moreover,
VLQFHWKHKDELWLVVRLQJUDLQHGUHFRJQL]LQJWKHKDELWLVDOVRQRWZLWKLQ&KDUOHV¶GRPDLQRI
secure competence, which means that he cannot be held responsible for not recognizing
LW7KLV PHDQVWKDWHYHQLI*DUGQHU¶VDFFRXQW ZHUHDPHQGHGWR DOORZIDLOXres to assert
UDWLRQDOLW\WKLVDPHQGPHQWVWLOOZRXOGQRWFDSWXUH&KDUOHV¶VLWXDWLRQ
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Here I use a descriptive ± not a normative ± VHQVHRI³H[SHFWHG´
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CONCLUSION
I have shown in this paper that basic responsibility cannot be a necessary condition for
consequential responsibility because there are some situations ± exemplified by the
Charles case ± in which defendants can be consequentially responsible without being
basically responsible. While my conclusion provides good reason to doubt our intuition
that we are held responsible only when we are responsible people, I should emphasize
that it does not provide a conclusive reason; for there might be an unproblematic way of
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ³UHVSRQVLEOHSHUVRQ´WKDWLVQRWEDVLFUHVSRQVLELOLW\:KLOH,FDQQRWJRLQWR
detail, I will briefly outline two possible approaches.
FirVWZHPLJKWDWWHPSWWRVWD\FORVHWR*DUGQHU¶VLQWXLWLRQE\FODLPLQJWKDWEHLQJ
FRQVLGHUHGDUHVSRQVLEOHSHUVRQVWLOOGHSHQGVRQO\ RQRQH¶VUDWLRQDO FDSDFLWLHVEXW WKDW
these capacities are not defined solely by the ability to respond to reasons. While there
does not seem to be anything prima facie wrong with this possibility, it is hard to see how
VXFK D YLHZ ZRXOG QRW EH VXVFHSWLEOH WR WKH VDPH SUREOHP DV *DUGQHU¶V 7KH RWKHU
SRVVLELOLW\LVWRDOORZWKDWWKHFDSDFLW\WKDWH[SUHVVHVRQH¶VUHVSRQVLELOLW\does not always
have to be a rational one. This might make for an easier resolution of the Charles case
because Charles might possess the non-rational capacity that can serve as a necessary
condition for consequential responsibility. The difficulty with this possibility is in
VTXDULQJ LW ZLWK ZKDW LV JHQHUDOO\ PHDQW E\ ³UHVSRQVLEOH SHUVRQ´ VLQFH WKH WHUP
³UHVSRQVLEOHSHUVRQ´VHHPVFORVHO\OLQNHGZLWKUDWLRQDOLW\
I am not sure if either of these approaches works ± I intend on looking into the
issue furtheU+RZHYHU,KDYHSURYLGHGJRRGUHDVRQWREHOLHYHWKDW*DUGQHU¶VDFFRXQWLV
not the right one.
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Shakir Rahim
ABSTRACT. In recent years, the International Criminal Court (ICC), the body designed as
a last resort to address crimes against humanity, has more actively indicted individuals
who are party to ongoing conflicts. This has raised the question of what impact an
indictment can have on the outcome and severity of a conflict that is unresolved. Critics
of these indictments have argued that they could worsen the situation on the ground and
the prospects for peace. A prime example that is cited in the literature concerns the
response of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir to his indictment in 2008.
In this paper, I argue that the ICC ought not to indict individuals if doing so would
increase the incidence of international crimes under its jurisdiction. I justify this
limitation through the criminal prevention role that forms SDUW RI WKH ,&&¶V PDQGDWH
under the Rome Statute, and its inability to discharge that role through criminal
deterrence alone. I proceed to argue that an indictment can increase the incidence of
international crimes in two major ways: by undermining peace prospects and/or inciting
retaliatory action against humanitarian actors. I designate the Office of the Prosecutor
within the ICC as the appropriate entity to assess the permissibility of indictments when
considering their consequences. Lastly, I provide a preliminary framework on how to
assess whether the consequences of an indictment meet the threshold for a deferral, and
apply it to the indictment of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, concluding that the
indictment ought not to have been issued.
INTRODUCTION
This paper answers the question: should the International Criminal Court (ICC) consider
the consequences of an indictment as part of its decision-making procedure? I argue that
the Court, specifically the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP), ought to do so if an indictment
has a high likelihood of increasing the incidence of international crimes under its
jurisdiction.
The paper will proceed in four sections to construct this argument. The first
section argues that the Court in general has an obligation to assess the consequences of its
indictments that derives from its criminal prevention role, established in the preamble of
the Rome Statute. The second section evinces that an indictment can increase the
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incidence of international crimes by undermining peace prospects or inciting retaliatory
action against humanitarian actors. The third section argues that the OTP is the
appropriate entity to adopt the consequentialist assessment role because such
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV IDOO XQGHU WKH ³LQWHUHVWV RI MXVWLFH´ WKDW FDQ GHIHU D SURVHFXWLRQ XQGHU
Article 53 of the Rome Statute. The paper concludes by proposing a preliminary
framework to assess the consequences of an indictment and to apply it to the case of the
indictment of Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir.

BACKGROUND
The question of this paper finds its birthplace in the classic debate about the relationship
between peace and justice in conflict situations. Are these goals compatible and, if not,
which should be prioritized? Organs of the Court have differed on what the right answer
to this question is and there is a robust debate among scholars of the Court.1 The recent
efforts of the OTP to indict high ranking individuals in ongoing conflicts has raised this
TXHVWLRQGLUHFWO\DQGSURYLGHGWKH&RXUW¶VPRVWfirm position on this issue to date: it has
no place in considering so-called extralegal effects of indictments. 2 The indictment of
Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir in 2009, the first of a sitting head of state, and its
subsequent effect on the situation in Sudan, has generated an especially heated debate
about whether the ICC undertook the appropriate course of action.3
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.HQQHWK 5RGPDQ ³:K\ WKH ,&& 6KRXOG 2SHUDWH :LWKLQ 3HDFH 3URFHVVHV´ Ethics and International
Affairs 26:1 (2012): 59-60.
2
The Prosecutor, 30:32, dir. by Barry Stevens (2010; National Film Board of Canada).
3
Ibid., 40:00.
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I. SHOULD THE COURT BE CONSEQUENTIALIST?
The first question that must be answered is whether the Court should consider the
consequences of its actions on ongoing conflicts. The views on this question largely fall
into two camps. First, there is the view that the Court and similar institutions ought to be
concerned with prosecuting cases based on the legal facts alone. According to this
perspective, concerns about how an indictment could affect a peace process, the welfare
of the population on the ground, and so forth are outside the scope of the ICC. Proponents
of this view do not dismiss the importance of these concerns; however, they argue that
the ICC is an inappropriate and ineffective entity to address them. An overarching theme
is that these questions are political rather than legal and so outside the purview of the
ICC.4 7KLV LGHD LV UHIHUUHG WR DV ³OHJDOLVP´ 5 On this understanding, Article 16 of the
Rome Statute, which endows the Security Council with the power to defer indictments in
twelve-month increments, is considered a more appropriate mechanism than the Court
itself to address so-called political concerns.6 The paper will return to why Article 16 is
inadequate for this purpose in a later section.
The second view is that the ICC must consider the consequences of its actions
because of the impact they can have on populations in conflict zones. According to this
view, the distinction between the political and legal is not as clear-cut as the legalists
contend. On the contrary, the fact that the Court can have an enormous impact on
political situations creates questions that have a dual legal-political character. This is a
byproduct of the unique situation that the Court finds itself in when it is prosecuting
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4

5RGPDQ³3HDFH3URFHVVHV´
Ibid., 60.
6
Human Rights Watch, 7KH0HDQLQJRI³WKHLQWHUHVWVRI-XVWLFH´LQ$UWLFOHRIWKH5RPH6WDWXWH (New
York: Human Rights Watch, 2005), http://www.hrw.org/news/2005/06/01/meaning-interests-justice-article53-rome-statute, 5.
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individuals who are involved in ongoing events and hence the court becomes a more
active actor than when the Court operates at the end of hostilities, such as the Nuremberg
Trials at the end of WWII. Accordingly, this view holds that the Court decision-making
procedure towards indictments should be more composite, one which includes
consequentialist considerations.7
The Rome Statute, the international treaty that governs the Court, incorporates
both of these views. The legalist view is acknowledged directly, the preamble to the
6WDWXWHGHVFULEHVWKH&RXUW¶VUROHLQWKH³HQIRUFHPHQWRILQWHUQDWLRQDOMXVWLFH´WRHQVXUH
WKDW SHUSHWUDWRUV RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO FULPHV GR ³QRW JR XQSXQLVKHG´8 The consequentialist
inclusive view comes to life in the preamble more indirectly. The Statute states that it
VHHNVWR³HQGLPSXQLW\´IRUSHUSHWUDWRUVLQRUGHUWR³FRQWULEXWHWRWKHSUHYHQWLRQRIVDLG
FULPHV´ 9 The presence of a deterrent function underpinning criminal punishment is
important. It acknowledges that the Court does not exist only to prosecute cases in order
to punish individual perpetrators for wrongdoing; the Court acknowledges that it has a
wider mandate to prevent international crimes and that it seeks to discharge this part of its
mandate through deterrence.
7KH SUREOHP ZLWK HQYLVLRQLQJ WKH &RXUW¶V SUHYHQWLYH UROH WKURXJK GHWHUUHQFH LV
that it does not have adequate enforcement capacity to deter international crimes. The
Court lacks direct or reliable access to coercive forces to investigate and indict
individuals.10 It relies on the political cooperation of state signatories to the Rome Statute
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who have agreed to arrest indicted individuals within their territory. 11 In practice, states
may or may not discharge this obligation, as was the case when indicted Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir was not arrested on a visit to Chad, a Rome Statute signatory.12
Accordingly, the Court has issued indictments where there is a negligible chance that it
will arrest the individuals in question. It cannot guarantee arrest, or even the risk of arrest,
in a manner that would in fact deter prospective perpetrators.13
7KH&RXUW¶VLQDELOLW\WR GHWHULQWHUQDWLRQDO FULPHVHQWDLOVWKDWLWVSUHYHQWLYHUROH
needs to be re-evaluated. To reject its preventive role all together would undermine one
of its core purposes: to reduce the incidence of international crimes. The Office of the
Prosecutor (OTP) has expressed contrary positions on this subject. On the one hand,
current Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo has argued that indictments have had a positive
effect on ongoing conflicts in media appearances. For example, he has suggested that the
LQGLFWPHQWRIWKH/RUG¶V5HVLVWDQFH$UP\ /5$ OHDGHUVLQ8JDQGDKDYH³VSHGXSpeace
QHJRWLDWLRQV´OHGWRD³UHGXFWLRQLQYLROHQFH´DQGWKDW³WKHLUDUUHVWLVHVVHQWLDOIRUSHDFH
DQG MXVWLFH´ 14 ,Q DGGLWLRQ 2FDPSR KDV VWUHVVHG WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI FKDQJLQJ OHDGHUV¶
behaviour through indictments.15
On the other hand, the OTP has issued a policy paper which states that a
FRQVHTXHQWLDOLVWLQFOXVLYHYLHZRILQGLFWPHQWVLVRXWVLGHWKH&RXUW¶VSXUYLHZ7KHSROLF\
paper interpreted Article 53 of the Rome Statute, which permits the OTP to defer
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SURVHFXWLRQV LQ WKH ³LQWHUHVWV RI MXVWLFH´ 16 The OTP argued that peace is a separate
TXHVWLRQ IURP MXVWLFH DORQJ ZLWK RWKHU ³KXPDQLWDULDQ VHFXULW\ SROLWLFDO GHYHORSPHQW´
concerns.17 What should the policy of the OTP be in this regard? The OTP states that its
interpretation of Article 53 is based on the spirit of the Rome Statute, and that these sorts
RIFRQFHUQVDUHH[WUDOHJDODQGGRQRWIRUPSDUWRIWKH5RPH6WDWXWH¶VPDQGDWH
The Statute, as I previously mentioned, envisions a robust role for the Court to
prevent international crimes in its preamble; however, deterrence as a means to satisfy
this role is inadequate. In light of this dilemma, the Court ought to consider other means
through which it can adopt a preventative role, while hewing to its core obligation to
prosecute the perpetrators of international crimes. It would seem that the current
Prosecutor, through extolling the positive consequences of the LRA indictment in the
court of public opinion, recognizes this to some degree. In this context, a consequentialist
inclusive framework toward indictments is a logical step forward to take; it retains the
&RXUW¶V IRFXV RQ SUHYHQWLRQ WKDW FDQQRW EH VDWLVILHG WKURXJK GHWHUUHQFH EHFDXVH RI LWV
operating constraints. The question now turns to whether an indictment can pose
consequences that would escalate the incidence of international crimes and so have a
basis for deferral by the Court.
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II. CAN AN INDICTMENT UNDERMINE THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE?
The effect of an indictment on peace prospects, whether positively or negatively, is
highly dependent on the characteristics of the particular conflict.18 This section aims to
show that it is possible for an indictment to undermine peace prospects significantly,
meaning an indictment can extend the length of a conflict and the incidence of
international crimes that are occurring within it. This does not preclude an indictment
from assisting peace prospects; however, it does entail that how an indictment affects
peace prospects is a relevant consideration with respect to whether or not the indictment
is issued.
An indictment can significantly undermine peace prospects by deterring a party in
a conflict from participating in peace talks.19 Recall that an indictment does not guarantee
an arrest, and hence resolving an ongoing conflict requires the voluntary participation of
SDUWLHVLQSHDFHWDONVWKDWPD\EHRFFXUULQJSDUDOOHOZLWKWKH&RXUW¶VDFWLYLWLHV$SULPH
example of this phenomenon is the indictment of Charles Taylor by the Special Court in
Sierra Leone in 2003.20 While this did not involve the ICC directly, it offers valuable
insight into how an indictment for international crimes can threaten peace prospects in an
ongoing conflict.
The Liberian civil war was a conflict that lasted from 1989-2003 and claimed
millions of lives. It involved a number of belligerents, most notably Charles Taylor, who
served as the President of Liberia during part of the civil war, specifically from 1997!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
18

1LFN *URQR DQG $GDP 2¶%ULHQ ³-XVWLFH LQ &RQIOLFW" 7KH ,&& DQG 3HDFH 3URFHVVHV´ LQ Courting
Conflict? Justice, Peace, and the IC C in Africa, ed. Nicholas Waddell et al. (London: LSE, 2008), 13.
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2009),
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Ibid., 3.
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2003. The conflict spilled over into neighbouring Sierra Leone, and Taylor supported the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in Sierra Leone, a group accused of war crimes and
whose actions formed the basis of his indictment by the Court in Sierra Leone. The
indictment was issued just as peace negotiations were commencing in Accra, Ghana, to
end the Liberian civil war. The Ghanian government refused to hand over Taylor to the
Court and he returned to Liberia. The peace process continued with Taylor in Liberia and
culminated in an agreement that resulted in his exile to Nigeria, with a guarantee that he
would not be handed over to the Court in Sierra Leone until democratic elections were
held (an unlikely prospect at the time). Taylor was later handed over to the Court by the
Nigerian government after a request from Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the democraticallyelected President of Liberia. Taylor was convicted of all charges.21
If Ghana had acted upon the indictment by the Court, the consequences would
have been severe. The US Ambassador to Liberia at the time suggested that it would have
ended the peace process and risked the lives of millions of Liberians, given that peace
talks had been an elusive prospect for some time.22 That said, the indictment did have
some positive effects. For example, it is believed that Taylor was willing to abdicate the
Presidency in its aftermath;23 this has led some to argue that the indictment proved its
worth in the broader picture. 24 What needs to be stressed, however, is that political
authorities adamantly refused to enforce the indictment and that Taylor was instead
granted negotiated asylum in Nigeria. His successful prosecution occurred at a later date
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and the indictment was effectively deferred via political intervention in the interests of
peace. 25 The threat that an executed indictment could pose to peace prospects was
recognized and neutralized.

III. CAN AN INDICTMENT CONSTRICT HUMANITARIAN SPACE?
Humanitarian actors are often active in conflict zones where state incapacity and large
numbers of internally displaced persons (IDP) result in an emergency need for shelter,
food, healthcare, and other services. 26 Humanitarian actors require the consent of an
entity that controls territory in order to operate, which may be a state, rebel group, or
some combination thereof. In order to maximize their reach, humanitarian actors adopt a
neutral point of view regarding the geopolitics of a conflict and are afforded special
protections under international law in order to carry out their activities. Some
belligerents, however, target or restrict humanitarian actors because they associate them
with politicized entities that are part of the UN family. Retaliatory attacks against
humanitarian actors and the intentional restriction of humanitarian space in order to
starve a population are both classified as war crimes under the Rome Statute.27
As stated above, the Court is viewed as part of the UN family and belligerents
KDYH EHHQ NQRZQ WR WDUJHW KXPDQLWDULDQ DFWRUV EHFDXVH RI WKH &RXUW¶V DFWLRQV 28 The
closure of humanitarian space can threaten the livelihood of millions, because
humanitarian groups are often the only ones satisfying emergency needs that exist in
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conflict zones. An example of this phenomenon is Sudanese President Omar al-%DVKLU¶V
expulsion of thirteen major aid agencies the day after his indictment by the Court for
crimes against humanity,29 a move that had been predicted by scholars who had been
observing the unfolding events in Sudan.30
The expelled NGOs in Sudan served over 4.7 million Sudanese, and their
expulsion threatened food aid to 1.5 million people and water and sanitation support to 1
million people.31 In several regions of the country, the expelled NGOs were responsible
for the delivery of the vast majority of humanitarian aid, and no other option for those
populations was readily available. 32 A monumental effort was undertaken by the
remaining humanitarian actors in Sudan, spearheaded by the UN, to mitigate the impact
of the immediate and sizable reduction in humanitarian capacity. 33 While a widespread
humanitarian catastrophe was averted as a result of this effort,

34

the expulsion

deteriorated the quality of aid delivery, 35 compromised local partnerships built over
extended periods of time,36 and strained the scarce resources available for humanitarian
aid.37 The UN and other humanitarian agencies had to redouble their cooperation with the
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central government in Khartoum in order to recover humanitarian capacity, which stood
in contrast to the isolationist goal sought by the OTP in pursuing the indictment.38
7KHUHDFWLRQRIWKH*RYHUQPHQWRI6XGDQLQWKHDIWHUPDWKRI%DVKLU¶VLQGLFWPHQW
evinces the potential for retaliatory action against humanitarian actors, thereby showing
that an indictment can escalate the incidence of international crimes in a conflict. The
paper now examines how the Court ought to shift its indictment decision-making
procedure in light of this fact. I then determine whether, in combination with other factors
VXFKDVWKHLPSDFWRQSHDFHSURVSHFWVDQGWKHOLNHOLKRRGRI%DVKLU¶VDUUHVWWKLVIDFW± i.e.,
that an indictment can increase the prevalence of international crimes in a conflict ±
suggests that the indictment ought to have been deferred.

IV. WHICH ORGAN

OF THE

COURT SHOULD ADOPT

THE

CONSEQUENTIALIST INCLUSIVE

ROLE AND HOW?
There are two candidates within the Court apparatus that could be tasked with
considering whether or not to defer an indictment on consequentialist grounds: (1) the
Pre-Trial Chamber (PTC), a body of expert international judges that authorize
indictments proposed by the OTP and performs other judicial functions, or (2) the OTP
itself, which is responsible for commencing investigations, pursuing indictments, and
prosecuting cases. The third candidate is outside the Court apparatus but is delegated
power by the Rome Statute, namely, the UN Security Council.
Those who support the Security Council undertaking a role of assessing the
consequences of an indictment argue that it is the appropriate body because they are
political concerns. According to this perspective, endowing the OTP or PTC with the role
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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of assessing the effects of an indictment thrusts them into a political role unimagined in
the Rome Statute and one that is inappropriate for a judicial organ. The underlying
FRQFHUQ LV ZHOO IRXQGHG DQ\WKLQJ WKDW ZRXOG FRPSURPLVH WKH LQWHJULW\ RI WKH &RXUW¶V
judicial process could undermine its legitimacy and by extension ability to prosecute
international crimes. The Rome Statute does authorize the UN Security Council to defer
indictments in twelve-month increments under Article 16.39
There are, though, serious reservations regarding endowing the Security Council
with this authority. First, the Council consists of member states who have historically
based their votes on their own national self-interest.40 This concern has been cited by
other international mechanisms that endow it with a central decision-making role, such as
the Responsibility to Protect. 41 The prioritization of national interest by states would
undermine an objective assessment of cases. This is a particular risk when it comes to
indictments against heads of state or members of government, because states have preexisting relationships that could influence their voting behaviour. There are other
concerns as well, such as the unrepresentative nature of the Council in terms of
population and geography,42 and a lack of clarity about whether intranational concerns
ZRXOGDOZD\VIDOOXQGHUWKH&RXQFLO¶VPDQGDWHSHU&KDSWHU9,,RIWKH81&KDUWHUWRGHDO
ZLWKWKUHDWVWR³international >HPSKDVLVDGGHG@SHDFHDQGVHFXULW\´43
Most importantly, however, is questioning whether it is appropriate to classify the
effects of an indictment as a political rather than a legal question. As argued in the first
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VHFWLRQ RI WKLV SDSHU WKLV LV D IDOVH GLVWLQFWLRQ FRQVLGHULQJ RQH RI WKH &RXUW¶V VWDWHG
purposes is to reduce the incidence of international crimes through deterrence. The
inability of the Court to discharge the deterrent function ought not to relegate prevention
as an institutional afterthought. On the contrary, the Court ought to critically examine
how its judicial actions interact with the incidence of international crimes if it is to satisfy
its mandate. The OTP offers us a method to do this through Article 53 of the Rome
Statute.
The preceding thought is not a novel one, for Article 53 stipulates that the OTP
has a statutory obligation not to indict an iQGLYLGXDO LI ³D SURVHFXWLRQ LV QRW LQ WKH
interests of justice, taking into account all the circumstances, including the gravity of the
FULPH WKH LQWHUHVWV RI YLFWLPV´44 The simplest method of introducing consequentialist
considerations into the Court woXOGEHWRLQFOXGHWKHPDVSDUWRIWKH³LQWHUHVWVRIMXVWLFH´
and thus under the pre-existing model to defer prosecution.45 If the consequences of an
indictment are to receive the same objective treatment as the legal facts that underpin it,
the OTP is the logical choice; it carries the chief responsibility to conduct investigations
and pursue indictments.
The second candidate for the consequentialist assessment role is the PTC. The
PTC has characteristics that make it a strong candidate for the consequentialist
assessment role; for example, it is composed of judges with considerable legal training
and its decisions must be based on provisions of the Rome Statute and not external
considerations. The PTC is better suited to act as an oversight mechanism for the OTP.
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This is its current role under the Rome Statute.46 The PTC also possesses the power to act
on its own initiative if its judges conclude the OTP is deficient in discharging certain
functions. 47 In all cases, the PTC is reviewing the acts of the OTP as opposed to
independently carrying out an investigative or prosecutorial process. Accordingly, its
appropriate role would be to oversee the consequentialist assessment role, not to be
primarily responsible for it.
There are several implementation considerations if the OTP adopts a
consequentialist assessment role, two being rather critical, namely, how should the OTP
evaluate potential consequences and what should be the threshold for not pursuing a
prosecution? First, the OTP must consult with a broad range of stakeholders in order to
assess the situation. A relevant list of stakeholders follows, suggested in part by the
International Center for Transitional Justice:48

i.

The victims of international crimes; their views are identified as relevant for
consideration under Article 53.49

ii.

States that are implicated in the conflict. Such states may hold territorial control
that could affect the delivery of humanitarian aid and/or are party to peace
efforts.50

iii.

Humanitarian actors operating in the conflict zone.

iv.

Regional organizations. Given that IDPs, arms, and hostilities themselves are
often cross-border issues, a regional perspective would be informative.51
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v.

Community leaders and actors, mediators, and others that may be involved in
peace efforts.
The second implementation consideration concerns what should be the threshold

regarding a decision not to prosecute. This paper does not seek to propose detailed
model; however, there are several factors that should frame the development of a formal
policy. The consequentialist assessment role co-exists with the existing mandate of the
OTP and its responsibilities under the Rome Statute. Accordingly, it must be considered
compositely with the overarching mandate of the Court to prosecute alleged perpetrators
of international crimes. There must be strong evidence, based on a consultation with
stakeholders, that an indictment will undermine the prospects for peace, such as by
disrupting an ongoing process or agreement, threatening humanitarian space, or posing
some other serious risk to those in an ongoing conflict.
To provide some clarity about the threshold, there is one case in which the
consequences of an indictment clearly outweighed the cost, namely, the indictment of
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir. The Court ought not to have indicted Bashir under
the framework of this paper. The indictment posed minimal prospects of success because
of the weak likelihood of enforcement but risked the livelihood of millions. African states
had indicated that they would not arrest Bashir, and consequently they have rerouted his
travel plans to their territories or simply not arrested him when he has visited, as was the
case in Chad. 52 These countries are violating their legal obligations under the Rome
Statute, however, there is no desire from the international community to punish them for
their derogation. Furthermore, there were warnings that an indictment could disrupt the
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&RPSUHKHQVLYH 3HDFH $JUHHPHQW &3$  WKDW ZDV UHOLDQW RQ 3UHVLGHQW %DVKLU¶V
cooperation.53
Bashir indicated that he would retaliate against an indictment by expelling
humanitarian actors, which had been noted as a risk by leading scholars who were
following the situation.54 It is reprehensible that Bashir uses the population of Sudan to
escape criminal accountability, but, absent his removal, it is a fact that cannot be
changed. If the Court was operating with due consideration of the impact of an
indictment on the situation in Sudan, it should have deferred its indictment. The
indictment would not enhance the prospects of SHDFH RU OHDG WR %DVKLU¶V SURVHFXWLRQ
Instead, it posed a serious and tangible risk to the people of Sudan because of the
expulsion of humanitarian actors.

CONCLUSION
This paper has answered the question of whether the ICC should consider the effects of
an indictment on ongoing conflicts in three stages. The paper began by examining the
statutory foundation of the Court and found that it designates a criminal prevention role
for the Court for crimes under its jurisdiction. As the first section argued, the inability of
the Court to discharge prevention through deterrence entails it must examine prevention
in a more expansive manner. The paper argued that the issuance of indictments
themselves can affect the incidence of international crimes and it articulated how this
occurs through prolonging conflicts where crimes are occurring or leading to retaliation
against humanitarian actors. The paper concluded that an internal Court organ, the OTP,
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is the appropriate entity to evaluate the effects of an indictment and defer prosecution if
necessary, in line with its statutory provision under Article 53. Holding the perpetrators
RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO FULPHV WR MXVWLFH LV D FRUH SDUW RI WKH &RXUW¶V PDQGDWH EXW QR ORQJHU
should the Court envision its obligations vis-a-vis international crimes ending at this
point.
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O F I N T E R EST :

R E G U L A T I N G I N T E R N A T I O N A L A R B I T R A T O RS I N C A N A D A
Margaret Kim

ABSTRACT. As international arbitration becomes increasingly popular, this legal
phenomenon poses new ethical challenges to the dispute resolution process. This essay
examines issues that arise from the competing sets of ethical standards in international
arbitration. In particular, it will explore the problem of double deontology of ethical
standards among arbitrators with respect to conflict of interest. By comparing approaches
taken in various jurisdictions, the essay will consider whether mandatory rules for
regulating international arbitrators would be a viable and preferred solution for
international arbitration in Canada.

INTRODUCTION
From the substantial growth in international trade and commerce, international arbitration
has recently emerged as a popular method of resolving disputes. Some of the advantages
of resorting to arbitration over litigation include a speedy resolution, party control and
selecting the seat of arbitration.1 Arbitration also offers the parties neutrality in the choice
of law, procedure and tribunal. 2 These positive features of arbitration cater to the
increased complexity and size of disputes in commercial disagreements between parties
from different countries. However, the increase in the volume of international arbitration
also begets new ethical challenges in the dispute resolution process, such as potential bias
of arbitrators, and their conflict of interest. 3 At present, ethical codes or professional
standards that apply specifically to arbitrators or counsel in international arbitration do
not exist in Canada, although the rules of procedure that govern the conduct of arbitration
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1

³&RQVLGHUDWLRQV ZKHQ &RQWHPSODWLQJ $UELWUDWLRQ´ Canadian-Lawyers.ca (12 February 2010), online:
Canadian-Lawyers.ca <http://canadian-lawyers.ca/Understand-Your-Legal-Issue/Litigation/Considerationswhen-Contemplating-Arbitration.html>.
2
Julie Macfarlane ed, International Commercial Arbitration, Dispute Resolution: Readings and Case
Studies, 3rd ed at 560.
3
(PLO\ &DUGHQDV DQG 'DYLG : 5LYNLQ ³$ *URZLQJ &KDOOHQJH IRU (WKLFV LQ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO $UELWUDWLRQ´
(2004) Yale LJ 193.
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in Canadian jurisdictions are set out by the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) Model Law, as well as some arbitral institutions and the
International Bar Association. While a licensed member of one of the provincial and
territorial law societies or bars is subject to ethical and professional obligations
established by the law society or bar when acting in a regulated capacity related to an
international arbitration, there are no overarching international mechanism that govern
enforcement or discipline of arbitrators.4 Citing Professor Catherine Rogers at the first
ICCA Conference in South America, Doak Bishop portrayed the lack of regulation with
the following remarks:

There is no supra-national authority to oversee attorney conduct in this
[arbitration] setting, and local bar associations rarely if ever extend
WKHLU UHDFK VR IDU«VSHFLDOL]HG HWKLFDO QRUPV IRU DWWRUQH\V LQ
international arbitration are nowhere recorded. Where ethical
regulations should be, there is only an abyss.5
The purpose of this paper is to address issues stemming from the competing sets
of ethical standards in international arbitration. In particular, it will explore options of
UHJXODWLQJ DUELWUDWRUV¶ FRQGXFW ZKLFK WKHQ UDLVHV VWUXFWXUDO LVVXHV ZLWK UHVSHFW WR
providing solutions to this ethical conundrum. Part I will examine the current legislative
framework for international arbitration in the context of Canada with a focus on Ontario,
DQGSUHVHQWWKHWKHRUHWLFDOXQGHUSLQQLQJVRIDQDUELWUDWRU¶VLQGHSHQGHQFHDQGLPSDUWLDOLW\
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%DUU\ /HRQ DQG $QGUHZ 0F'RXJDOO ³*OREDO $UELWUDWLRQ 5HYLHZ &DQDGD´ Global Arbitration Review
online:
Global
Arbitration
Review
<http://www.globalarbitrationreview.com/reference/topics/61/jurisdictions/7/canada/>. Also, look at 2010
± UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules that set out procedural rules upon which parties may agree for the conduct
of
arbitral
proceedings.
Available
at
<http://www.uncitral.org/uncitral/en/uncitral_texts/arbitration/2010Arbitration_rules.html>.
5
Speech of Doak Bishop, 26 May 2010 in International Council for Commercial Arbitration (ICCA) Rio
 &RQIHUHQFH ³$GYRFDF\ DQG (WKLFV LQ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO $UELWUDWLRQ´ RQOLQH KWWSZZZDUELWUDWLRQicca.org/media/0/12763302233510/icca_rio_keynote_speech.pdf>.
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WKURXJK REVHUYLQJ UHOHYDQW LQWHUQDWLRQDO WUHDWLHV DQG DUELWUDO LQVWLWXWLRQV¶ HWKLFDO FRGHV
Part II will compare how different national courts have dealt with the issue of an
DUELWUDWRU¶V FRQIOLFW RI LQWHUHVW FRQWULEXWRU\ WR WKH ³'RXEOH 'HRQWRORJ\´ RI HWKLFDO
standards among arbitrators. Part III of the essay will evaluate the significance of these
competing approaches, and consider whether mandatory rules for regulating international
arbitrators would be the preferred solution for international arbitration in Canada.

PART I
A. CANADA¶S LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK
,Q  &DQDGD DFFHGHG WR WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV¶ &RQYHQWLRQ RQ WKH Recognition and
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards, which is also known as the New York
Convention.6 This means that an international arbitration award rendered in Canada may
be enforced in other signatory jurisdictions. In the same way, an arbitration award
granted in another signatory jurisdiction can be enforced in Canada as well. This
fundamental principle of international arbitration under the Model Law is entrenched in
Article 35 (1) of the Model Law, with the exceptional circumstances listed under Article
36. Article 35(1) states:
An arbitral award, irrespective of the country in which it was made,
shall be recognized as binding and, upon application in writing to the
competent court, shall be enforced subject to the provisions of this
article and of article 36.7
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:LOOLDP 6WURPEHUJ ³$YRLGLQJ WKH )XOO &RXUW 3UHVV ,QWHUQDWLRQDO &RPPHUFial Arbitration and Other
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7
UNCITRAL
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In Canada, the federal Commercial Arbitration Act applies to domestic and international
commercial arbitrations, but is limited to maritime or admiralty arbitrations or those
disputes that involve at least one party that is Her Majesty in right of Canada, or a
Canadian federal crown corporation or department.8 This federal legislation attaches the
UNCITRAL Model Law as a schedule called the Commercial Arbitration Code, adopting
WKH 0RGHO /DZ UXOHV DV SDUW RI &DQDGD¶V RZQ OHJLVODWLRQ 2WKer than these matters, all
other matters are under the jurisdiction of provincial and territorial governments, and they
are subject to respective arbitration acts. 9 Canadian courts give strong deference to
arbitration agreements, especially international commercial arbitration agreements, by
staying court proceedings and enforcing the awards. 10 (DFK RI &DQDGD¶V FRPPRQ ODZ
provinces and territories has enacted its own laws on domestic and international
arbitration.11 For parties involved in arbitration ± whether domestic or international ± the
SURYLQFLDOVXSHULRUFRXUWVDUHXVXDOO\WKHLQLWLDOSRLQWRIFRQWDFWZLWK&DQDGD¶VGRPHVWLF
courts. The provincial superior courts are empowered to provide assistance to
international tribunals sitting in Canada, hear applications to set aside international
arbitral awards rendered in Canada and also enforce foreign arbitral awards.12
Equipped with such federal and provincial legal provisions, Canada is recognized
as a worthy place to hold international arbitration, and reasons for such a reputation are
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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&ODXGH 5 7KRPVRQ DQG $QQLH 0. )LQQ ³ International Commercial Arbitration: A Canadian
Perspective´
RQOLQH
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recognizable in the following three ways. First, Canadian laws and courts are supportive
of arbitration. As stated, the accession to the New York Convention and adopting the
Model Law have indicated that Canadian courts maintain independence and demonstrate
competency in arbitration. 13 For investors and parties seeking fair remedy, a judicial
system that can be trustworthy and reliable is an attractive element to consider for
DUELWUDWLRQ 6HFRQGO\ &DQDGD¶V PXOWLFXOWXUDO DQG diverse environment is conducive for
dispute resolution that involves parties from different cultural and national settings.
According to Barry Leon, Chair of International Chamber of Commerce (hereinafter the
³,&&´ &DQDGD&DQDGD¶VDGRSWLRQRIERWKFRPPon and civil law provides familiarity to
many parties based in Europe and Asia.14 For example, the Civil Law system is available
in the jurisdiction of Quebec, a province which has adopted An Act to amend the Civil

Code and the Code of Civil Procedure in respect of arbitration. This amendment added
7LWOH$³2I$UELWUDWLRQ$JUHHPHQWV´UHSODFLQJ%RRN9,,³$UELWUDWLRQV´RIWKH&RGH
of Civil Procedure. 15 As the Supreme Court of Canada has explained in GreCom Dimter

Inc v J.R. Normand Inc. decision, QuéEHF¶V codification of private international law
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Some may contend that Canadian courts have not been receptive to granting arbitral award, raising the
6XSUHPH&RXUWRI&DQDGD¶VUXOLQJRQ Yugraneft v Rexx Management [2010] 1 SCR 649. In this case, SCC
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(1994) 12 BLR (2d) 151 (Ont Gen. Div) and Schreter v Gasmac Inc (1992), 7 OR (3d) 608, 89 DLR (4th)
365 (Ont Gen Div). In Schreter, for instance, the Ontario curt granted an application under s.35 of the
Model Law, enforcing an award made in the State of Georgia in the USA.
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Ibid.
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&ODXGH 5 7KRPVRQ DQG $QQLH 0.)LQQ ³,QWHUQDWLRQDO &RPPHUFLDO Arbitration: A Canadian
3HUVSHFWLYH´
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International,
online:
<http://adrchambersinternational.com/publications.htm#9>.

!

54

LQGLFDWHV ³4XéEHF OHJLVODWXUH¶V >UHFRJQLWLRQ RI@ WKH SULPDF\ RI WKH DXWRQRP\ RI WKH
SDUWLHV>LQFOXGLQJ@LQVLWXDWLRQVLQYROYLQJFRQIOLFWVRIMXULVGLFWLRQ´16 Therefore, Québec
DUELWUDWLRQODZ³PXVWQHFHVVDULO\EHKDUPRQL]HG´ZLWKWKH1HZ<RUN&RQYHQWLRQDQGWKH
interpretation given thereto by courts of other jurisdictions.

17

Finally, Canada is a

desirable place for international arbitration as it is geographically and systematically
accessible. Its major cities are well-connected by air, and there are good hearing facilities
available. 18 5HFHQWO\ D QHZ LQWHUQDWLRQDO DUELWUDWLRQ FHQWUH FDOOHG ³$UELWUDWLRQ 3ODFH´
opened in Toronto, appointing the recently retired Supreme Court Justice Ian Binnie. The
QHZ ILUP¶V SDUWQHUship with the London Court of International Arbitration (hereinafter
WKH³/&,$´ DQGWKH,&&&DQDGDLVDQH[DPSOHRI&DQDGD¶VDPELWLRQDQGSRWHQWLDOWREH
a major gathering place for more international arbitration affairs in the near future. 19
Furthermore, research conducted by Taylor Wessing Global Dispute Resolution in 2009
FRQILUPVWKLVWUHQGDVZHOO&DQDGDLVNQRZQWREHD³SUHGLFWDEOHDQGUHOLDEOHMXULVGLFWLRQ
WRGHWHUPLQHGLVSXWHV´ 20 ranking first in best value for money, and third in integrity of
procedure and judiciary. &DQDGD¶V RYHUDOO JOREDO UDQNLQJ RI XVHU H[SHULHQFH RI GLVSXWH
resolution was third (7.91 / 10), after Switzerland and Australia (See Figure 1 below). As
Canada further moves forward to maintain and establish its reputation as an international
arbitration hub, it is vital to engage in a critical analysis of how sufficient the currently
existing ethical standards are for international arbitrators. As important as bringing more
international arbitration cases to Canada is, taking a comparative approach to consider
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GreCon Dimter Inc v J.R. Normand Inc, 2005 SCC 46 at para 48-56.
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³$UELWUDWLRQ3ODFH3DUWQHUV´RQOLQHKWWSDUELWUDWLRQSODFHFRPSDUWQHUV!
20
Global
Dispute
Resolution:
The
Report,
Taylor
Wessing
LLP,
<
http://www.taylorwessing.com/disputessurvey/getfile.php?file=Global_Dispute_Resolution_2009.pdf >.
17

!

55

legitimate accountability for arbitrators is equally necessary. The next section will
examine different sources of ethical codes found in international treaties and provisions
of arbitral institutions. In conjunction with comparing different ethical codes, this section
will delve into the legal underpinnings of why ethical behaviour is so important in
international arbitration.

FIGURE 1: OVERALL GLOBAL RANKINGS FOR INTERNATIONAL LITIGATION AND
ARBITRATION *
(EMPHASIS ADDED )
Jurisdiction

Ranking

Rating

Switzerland
Australia
Canada
Netherlands
UK
Singapore
Germany
USA
Ireland
France
Poland
Bermuda
South Africa
Spain
Dubai
Italy
China
Russia
India
Turkey
Brazil

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

8.08
7.97
7.91
7.69
7.65
7.56
7.56
7.11
6.97
6.85
6.71
6.63
6.22
6.14
5.60
5.46
4.78
4.42
4.32
4.24
3.60

* Rankings in this table were derived from average ratings given in response to a number of
different questions.
Source: Taylor Wessing Global Dispute Resolution Report 2009, Figure 19 at Pg. 18. Online:
<http://www.taylorwessing.com/disputessurvey/getfile.php?file=Global_Dispute_Resolution_200
9.pdf>.
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B. DOUBLE (TRIPLE?) DEONTOLOGY: COMPETING SOURCES OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS
FOR ARBITRATORS
While a limited effort has been made to ensure that there is consistency among provincial
arbitration statutes in developing uniform domestic and international arbitration statutes
in Canada, 21 there is no uniform approach to regulating international arbitrators or
evaluating their immunity. Unfortunately, the UNCITRAL Model Law, upon which
many arbitration acts are largely based, does not prescribe provisions on the liability of
an arbitrator for misconduct or error. Michael Hwang, an international arbitrator and a
former acting Judge for the High Court of Singapore, reaffirms such a lack of
enforcement in international arbitration law, noting that there was general agreement
among members of the Working Group on International Contract Practices in the drafting
RI WKH 0RGHO /DZ WKDW ³WKH TXHVWLRQ RI WKH OLDELOLW\ RI DQ DUELWUDWRU FRXOG QRW
DSSURSULDWHO\EHDGGUHVVHGLQDPRGHOODZRQLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPPHUFLDODUELWUDWLRQ´22 The
reason for this under-inclusion was that the liability issue was not widely regulated and
remained highly controversial. This ambiguity and lack of guidance by the Model Law
have resulted in different formulations of national arbitration laws, and judicial
considerations, which follow no established pattern of granting immunity or imposing
liability on arbitrators. 23 $VVXFKWKHVRXUFHRIDUELWUDWRUV¶HWKLFDOREOLJDWLRQVUHPDLQVDQ
open and complex topic.24
There are multiple sources of ethical duties for the arbitrators, such as the
international conventions, national law, national bar associations and arbitral institutions.
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Uniform Arbitration Act, Uniform Law Conference of Canada (1989) online:
<http://www.ulcc.ca/en/us/Arbitrat_En.pdf>.
22
Supra note 7 at 10.
23
Supra note 16 at 11.
24
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'RDN%LVKRSH[SODLQVWKLVSKHQRPHQRQDVWKHDSSOLFDWLRQRI³GRXEOHGHRQWRORJ\´LQWKH
practice of international arbitration. Bishop expounds upon this ethical conundrum using
an anecdotal example of counsels for arbitration:
A problem arises when the same course is subject to more than one set
of national ethics rules. Sometimes, for example, the same counsel may
be subject to conflicting rules, and in other instances, being subjected to
different sets of rules raises the prospect of having to comply with rules
with which counsel has no particular familiarity.25
Although this example speaks to the problem of international arbitration counsels,
the problem of double deontology is also relevant to international arbitrators. In fact, the
FRQFHUQLV KHLJKWHQHG DW WKHDUELWUDWRUV¶OHYHO DVWKH\ H[HFXWHWKHGHFLVLRQ-making that
goes into arbitrations, rendering arbitral awards that could be universally enforceable
among UNCITRAL Party states. While Bishop called competing source of ethical codes
D ³GRXEOH GHRQWRORJ\´ SKHQRPHQRQ , ZRXOG HYHQ JR IXUWKHU WR VXJJHVW WKDW D ³ triple
GHRQWRORJ\´SKHQRPHQRQLVRFFXUULQJ7KHILUVWVRXUFHRIHWKLFDOREOLJDWLRQZRXOGEHDW
a broad and vaguer level, where international arbitrators are expected to conduct their
practices HQVXULQJ³IDLUQHVVREMHFWLYLW\DQGLPSDUWLDOLW\´DVVWLSXODWHGLQ$UWLFOH  
of the UNCITRAL Model Law.

26

Another source of ethical obligations is the

International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Rules, which echo the UNCITRAL Model,
VWDWLQJWKDW³LQ DOOFDVHVWKHDUELWUDO WULEXQDO VKDOODFW IDLUO\ DQGLPSDUWLDOO\DQG HQVXUH
that each party has a reasonable opporWXQLW\WRSUHVHQWLWVFDVH´27 On the same level as
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$-YDQGHQ%HUJ&RXU3HUPDQHQWHG¶$UELWUDJH Arbitration advocacy in changing times (ICCA congress
series, no.15. Alphen aan den Rijn: Kluwer Law International cop, 2010) at 396.
26
UNCITRAL
Model
Law
on
International
Commercial
Arbitration,
(1985).
<http://www.uncitral.org/pdf/english/texts/arbitration/ml-arb/07-86998_Ebook.pdf>.
27
³$UWLFOH    $UELWUDWLRQ DQG $'5 5XOHV´   ,QWHUQDWLRQDO &KDPEHU RI &RPPHUFH 2QOLQH
<http://www.iccwbo.org/uploadedFiles/Court/Arbitration/other/2012_Arbitration%20and%20ADR%20Rul
es%20ENGLISH.pdf>.
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the ICC Rules are the provisions by other arbitral institutions such as the ICC, the LCIA
and the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce; they all provide some type of formal
regulation to arbitrators. 28 Even among WKHVH LQWHUQDWLRQDO LQVWLWXWLRQV¶ SURYLVLRQV D
conflict exists. For example, the International Bar Association (IBA) has also inscribed
the Rules of Ethics for International Arbitrators, in addition to the IBA Guidelines on
Conflicts of Interest in International Arbitration in 2004. Its content, however, diverges
from the UNCITRAL Model Law and the ICC Rules, as the IBA Rules of Ethics presents
D PRUH VWULQJHQW UHTXLUHPHQW RI DUELWUDWRUV DFFHQWXDWLQJ WKDW ³LQWHUQDWLRQDO DUELWUDWRUV
should be impartial, independent, competent, diligent and discreet ´ HPSKDVLV DGGHG 29
This adds three more ethical criteria for the arbitrators. In addition to these international
sources of ethical standards, a third source of ethical obligations is national arbitration
acts.
In Ontario, the International Commercial Arbitration Act KHUHLQDIWHU ³WKH Act´ 
is the governing legislation on the execution of international commercial arbitration.30
The current Ontario law also requires an ethical standard of independence and
impartiality, as it has adopted the UNCITRAL Model law. The relevant provision is
Article 12 of the UNCITRAL Model law, attached as a schedule in the Act stipulates
grounds for challenge:

A rticle 12: Grounds for challenge
(1)

When a person is approached in connection with his possible
appointment as an arbitrator, he shall disclose any
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&DWKHULQH$5RJHUV³7KH9RFDWLRQRIWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO$UELWUDWRU´  $P8,QW¶O/5HY
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(2)

circumstances likely to give rise to justifiable doubts as to his
impartiality or independence [emphasis added]. An arbitrator,
from the time of his appointment and throughout the arbitral
proceedings, shall without delay disclose any such
circumstances to the parties unless they have already been
informed of them by him.
An arbitrator may be challenged only if circumstances exist
that give rise to justifiable doubts as to his impartiality or
independence, or if he does not possess qualifications agreed
to by the parties. A party may challenge an arbitrator
appointed by him, or in whose appointment he has
participated, only for reasons of which he becomes aware
after the appointment has been made.31

If the parties agree to arbitrate under the National Arbitration Rules, an arbitrator
need to remain wholly impartial and shall not act as an advocate for any party to the
arbitration. Furthermore, every person must, before accepting an appointment as
Arbitrator, sign and deliver to the parties a statement declaring that he or she knows of no
circumstances likely to give rise to justifiable doubts as to his or her independence or
impartiality and that he or she will disclose any such circumstances to the parties if they
should arise after that time and before the arbitration is concluded.32 No Arbitrator shall
be disqualified or subject to challenge by reason of one or more of the arbitrator, counsel,
party or representative of a party being a member, officer, or director of the Institute.33
Current law in Ontario further illustrates the difficulty in enforcing the principles of
fairness and impartiality suggested by international organizations in a pragmatic sense.
In light of the triple deontological competition examined above, how can one
measure the level of competency, diligence and discreetness? Can a claimant request to
cancel an award because one of the arbitrators failed to be discreet or competent? Such
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National Arbitration Rules, October 1, 2008 16 (a) ± (c) ADR Ontario
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lack of uniform source of ethical guidance poses a threat to the legitimacy and credibility
of the international arbitrators. The nature of duty and obligation required by the
international arbitrators is compounded, which make the compliance difficult.
There are two inherent problems associated with this befuddlement. First is the
issue of what to regulate. If one does not know which principles to uphold and cannot
precisely define the scope of acceptable practice, what would be the subject of liability
for the international arbitrators? The second issue is who is to decide the breach. Not only
DUH WKHUH GLIIHUHQW OHJDO UXOHV UHJXODWLQJ WKH FRQGXFW RI DUELWUDWRUV DQG ³PXFK VWLOO
UHPDLQV WR EH GHWHUPLQHG E\ WKH DUHD RI ODZ GHVLJQDWHG DV µFRQIOLFW RI ODZV¶ DQG RI
SULYDWHLQWHUQDWLRQDOODZ´34 but also who is to rule that a breach of ethical standard has
occurred.
C. ³&OMPETENCE-COMPETENCE´ AND AUTONOMY OF ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL
Along with the nuances and complications discussed above, the significance of
impartiality and independence goes to the ³FUX[ RI DUELWUDWLRQ´35 Respecting the right
and ensuring a non-partisan decision-making process at the same time is utterly
significant because of a key aspect of arbitral awards, namely, their finality. The binding
nature of arbitral awards requires a cOHDU HWKLFV FRGH ³WR FUHDWH VRPH EHKDYLRXUDO
EHQFKPDUN DQG XSKROG WKH LQWHJULW\ RI DUELWUDWLRQ SUDFWLFH´ 36 While these ethical
guidelines of arbitral institutions and bar associations may provide a useful guideline as
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$QDVWDVLD7VDNDWRXUD³$UELWUDWLRQ7KH,PPXQLW\RI$UELWUDWRUV´RQOLQH -XQH /H[(-Scripta
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Martin F Gusy et al, A Guide to the IC DR International Arbitration Rules (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2011) at 84.
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2OJD.%\UQH³$1HZ&RGHRI(WKLFVIRU&RPPHUFLDO$UELWUDWRUV: The Neutrality of Party-Appointed
$UELWUDWRUV RQ D 7ULSDUWLWH 3DQHO´ RQOLQH    )RUGKDP 8UE /-  DW 
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to which ethical expectations should be upheld by international arbitrators, a major
problem lies in their actual impact and capacity to regulate. For example, the IBA Rules
of Ethics explicitly states that the rules cannot be directly binding on arbitrators, and that
the guidelines are not intended to create grounds for the setting aside of awards by
national courts.37 The only way these rules can be applicable to arbitrators is if the parties
LQFRUSRUDWHWKHPLQWRSDUWLHV¶DUELWUDWLRQDJUHHPHQWV7KLVRSWLRQDODSSURDFKWRZDUGVWKH
rules renders the system incoherent and detrimentally flexible, failing to provide
substantial accountability to the arbitrators practicing internationally.
This issue of autonomy presents a challenge against pragmatically recognizing the
fundamental principle of the competence-competence doctrine of international
arbitrators.

38

³&RPSHWHQFH-cRPSHWHQFH´ PHDQV WKDW WKH ³DUELWUDO WULEXQDO PD\

independently rule on the question of whether it has jurisdiction, including any objections
with respect to the existence or validity of the arbitration agreement, without having to
UHVRUWWRDFRXUW´39 This rule of priority in favour of the arbitrators, embodied in Article
II.3 of the New York Convention, is one of the founding principles of international
DUELWUDWLRQODZ,W³SURYLGHVIRUWKHDUELWUDWRUV¶SRZHUWRUXOHRQWKHLURZQMXULVGLFWLRQ´40
Furthermore, Article 16 of the Model Law expressly recognizes the competencecompetence principle:
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UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration , 1985, (with amendments as adopted in
2006) <http://www.uncitral.org/pdf/english/texts/arbitration/ml-arb/07-86998_Ebook.pdf>.
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DJUHHPHQW LV QXOO DQG YRLG LQRSHUDWLYH RU LQFDSDEOH RI EHLQJ SHUIRUPHG´ 7H[W DYDLODEOH DW 
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Article 16. Competence of arbitral tribunal to rule on its jurisdiction
(1) The arbitral tribunal may rule on its own jurisdiction, including any
objections with respect to the existence or validity of the arbitration
agreement. For that purpose, an arbitration clause which forms part of a
contract shall be treated as an agreement independent of the other terms
of the contract. A decision by the arbitral tribunal that the contract is
null and void shall not entail ispo jure the invalidity of the arbitration
FODXVH>«@
(3) The arbitral tribunal may rule on a plea referred in paragraph (2) of this
article either as a preliminary question or in an award on the merits. If
the arbitral tribunal rules as a preliminary question that it has
jurisdiction, any party may request, within thirty days after having
received notice of that ruling, the court specified in article 6 to decide
the matter, which decision shall be subject to no appeal; while such a
request is pending, the arbitral tribunal may continue the arbitral
proceedings and make an award.41
In sum, competence-FRPSHWHQFHHPSRZHUVDQDUELWUDOWULEXQDO³WRUXOHRQLWVRZQ
jurisdiction without any illogicality arising from the fact that it is not a permanent body
DQGWKDWWKHGHWHUPLQDWLRQRILWVMXULVGLFWLRQLVIRXQGHGRQWKHSDUWLHV¶DJUHHPHQWZKLFK
LW PD\ HYHQWXDOO\ ILQG WR EH LQH[LVWHQW RU YLWLDWHG WR DUELWUDWH WKHLU GLVSXWH´ 42 The
Supreme Court of Canada has also recognized the significance of competencecompetence of international arbitrators in Dell Computer Corp v Union des

consommateurs43,QWKLVFDVH'HOOVXEPLWWHGWKDWWKH³FRPSHWHQFH-FRPSWHQFH´SULQFLSOH
was implicitly adopted by [the SCC] in Desputeaux v Éditions Chouette (1987) inc. 44 In
rendering a decision for Dell 6&&FRQFOXGHG³DQDUELWUDWRUKDVMXULVGLFWLRQWRDVVHVVWKH
validity and applicability of an arbitration clause and that, although there are exceptions,
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the decision regarding jurisdiction should initiaOO\EHOHIWWRWKHDUELWUDWRU´45 Proponents
of the competence-FRPSHWHQFH UXOH FODLP WKDW ³WKH SROLF\ FRQVLGHUDWLRQ XQGHUO\LQJ WKH
UXOHRISULRULW\LQIDYRXURIWKHDUELWUDWRUV´JXDUDQWHHWKHSUHYHQWLRQRIGHOD\LQJWDFWLFV
by the parties and the centralization of litigation concerning the existence and validity of
the arbitration agreement. 46 On the other hand, this autonomy can create a problem,
ZKHUH³LIWKHYDOLGLW\RIWKHDUELWUDWLRQ itself and thus the competence of the arbitrator is
impugned, he or she does not have to stop proceedings but can continue the arbitration
DQG FRQVLGHU ZKHWKHU KH RU VKH KDV MXULVGLFWLRQ´ 47 Trying to respect the competence-

competence principle while potentially seeking to regulate international arbitrators can
therefore be an extremely difficult task in both Canada and across the globe.
PART II:
A. DIFFERENT NATIONAL COURTS¶ APPROACH

TO

CLAIMS

FOR

FAILURE

TO

DISCLOSE

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Mindful of the difficulty in balancing competence-competence and the recognition of
ethical obligation of international arbitrators, this section examines various national
FRXUWV¶ DSSURDFK WRZDUGV UHVROYLQJ WKLV HWKLFDO LVVXH SDUWLFXODUO\ ZLWK UHJDUGV WR
disclosing conflicts of interest. One of the essential ethical obligations an international
arbitrator has is the duty to disclose conflicts of interests to ensure independence and
impartiality. Because of the mixed approaches with respect to granting immunity and
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regulating the behaviour of arbitrators, different jurisdictions have used different ways to
resolve these claims.
1) FRANCE:
In Raoul Duval v V (Tribunal de Grand Instance, Paris), the French courts have found
arbitrators liable to compensate parties for losses resulting from a breach of the duty of
disclosure that leads to a successful challenge of the award.48 In this case, the chairman of
the arbitral tribunal started working for one of the parties the day after the award was
decided, and the chairman did not disclose this information to the parties. As a result, the
arbitral award was set aside and the arbitrator was liable on a contractual basis to pay
damages for the fees paid to the arbitrators and the arbitral institution, in addition to the
costs for the defense.49
2) FINLAND:
Similarly, the Finnish Supreme Court has held that an arbitrator is liable to compensate
the arbitral costs incurred by a party in a case where the arbitral award had been set aside
RQWKHEDVLVRIWKHDUELWUDWRU¶VFRQIOLFWRILQWHUHVWZKLFKKDGQRWEHHQGXO\GLVFORVHGWR
the parties. In case 2005:14, Urho, Sirkka and Jukka Ruola v X ,50 the Finnish Supreme
Court held that the relationship between an arbitrator and a party is generally comparable
to a contractual relationship, and that the liability of an arbitrator must therefore be
assessed under the rules of contractual liability.51
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& Maxwell at 429.
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3) UNITED S TATES:
Contrary to the proactive decisions demonstrated by France and Finland, the United
States has taken a less punitive approach. For instance, claims against arbitrators for
failure to disclose conflicts of interest do not result in any loss of arbitral immunity,
although the degree of this application varies from a state to state. This is stipulated by
Section 14(c) of the Revised Uniform Arbitration Act 2000 DV DQ DUELWUDWRU¶V IDLOXUH WR
make a disclosure required by Section 12 does not invoke any loss of immunity under
this section.52 What is interesting about the American model is that although an award
may be vacated on the basis of a clear bias, the doctrine of arbitral immunity protects an
individual arbitrator from being personally liable for the failure to disclose conflicts of
interest. A recent example of this practice is found in Positive Software Solutions Inc v

New Century Mortgage Corporation,53 in which the sole arbitrator had been co-counsel
ZLWKWKHGHIHQGDQW¶VFRXQVHOLQWKHDUELWUDWRU¶VSULRUODZILUPPRUHWKDQWHQ\HDUVEHIRUH
the arbitration. The arbitrator ruled in favour of the defendant, and the plaintiff sought to
KDYHWKHDZDUGVHWDVLGHRQWKHJURXQGRI³WKHUHDVRQDEOHLPSUHVVLRQRI possible bias and
WKDWWKHDUELWUDWRU¶VIDLOXUHWRGLVFORVHWKDWSULRUUHODWLRQVKLSGHSULYHGWKHSODLQWLIIRIWKH
RSSRUWXQLW\WRPDNHDQLQIRUPHGVHOHFWLRQRIDUELWUDWRU´54 This decision was reversed in
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals upon the defendanW¶VSHWLWLRQDQGWKH866XSUHPH
Court affirmed it by holding that a failure to disclose trivial or insubstantial relationships
is not a sufficient basis to vacate an award.
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4) ONTARIO:
In Ontario, the Ontario Superior Court of Justice has recently deaOWZLWKWKHDUELWUDWRU¶V
conflict of interest and a potential apprehension of bias in Telesat Canada v Boeing

Satellite Systems International, Inc.55 In this case, the impartiality of the Chair Arbitrator,
Ms. Kaufmann-Kohler, was questioned by Telesat. Ms. Kaufmann-Kohler is a lawyer at a
boutique Swiss firm, and one of the partners at her firm, Mr. Levy, had already been
acting as an arbitrator in a case involving Boeing brought by Insurers of Thuraya Satellite
Telecommunications56 Although Ms. Kaufmann-Kohler stated that she had no knowledge
on the content of the arbitration, Kane J decided that there was a reasonable apprehension
of bias for the following reasons:

Because the Chairperson would be asked to determine whether the
decision of her partner applies in this arbitration, that seems to me to be
as close a relationship as the one stated in 2.3.3 [of the IBA Guidelines].
Parties should not have to struggle with the relationship between these
two arbitrators and the potential conflict and reasonable apprehension of
bias resulting on these facts in what Boeing argues are virtually identical
cases.57

Based on this analysis, Kane J found that there was a reasonable apprehension of
bias pursuant to s. 13(1) of the Arbitration Act and the Chairperson was therefore
removed pursuant to s. 15(1) of the Act.58 The closeness of these two partner arbitrators
where one was now being required by Boeing to review and make a judicial finding as to
the binding nature of Mr. Levy's decision in this arbitration involving, according to
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Boeing, the same issues, facts and parties, created pursuant to the Supreme Court in

Szilard v Szasz,59 the reasoned suspicion of an underlying biased appraisal and judgment,
unintended though it was. The impartiality of this arbitration panel and the public's
perception of the integrity of the arbitration process generally were enhanced by the
replacement of the Chairperson under these conditions. In his reasoning, Kane J cited the
IBA Guidelines on Conflicts of Interest in International Arbitration. This recognition of
the IBA Guidelines principle can be viewed as a positive step towards integrating the
inWHUQDWLRQDO EDU DVVRFLDWLRQ¶V DXWKRULW\ DQG &DQDGD¶V DSSOLFDWLRQ RI DFFRXQWDELOLW\
towards international arbitrators.

PART III: FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS

FOR

REGULATING ARBITRATORS¶ ETHICAL

OBLIGATION
$OWKRXJK 21&$¶V UHFHQW Telesat decision could be regarded as indicative of Canadian
FRXUW¶V ZLOOLQJQHVV WR SXQLVK EDG IDLWK EHKDYLRXU RI LQWHUQDWLRQDO DUELWUDWRUV WKH
MXULVSUXGHQFH RQ WKH LVVXH RI DUELWUDWRUV¶ LPPXQLW\ LV VWLOO XQGHU-examined and
unsatisfactory. For example, in F lock v Beattie WKH $OEHUWD &RXUW RI 4XHHQ¶V %HQFK
confirmed WKDW³LQWKHDEVHQFHRIIUDXGRUEDGIDLWKDQDUELWUDWRUHQMR\VLPPXQLW\IURP
FLYLO OLDELOLW\ IURP DOO W\SHV RI FODLPV LQFOXGLQJ WRUW DQG EUHDFK RI FRQWUDFW´ 60 For its
reasoning, the Court adopted the legal analysis contained in the Supreme Court of
&DQDGD¶VGHFLVLRQLQ Sport Maska Inc v Zittrer .61 In Sport Maska Inc, the Court had held
WKDW ³LQ WKH DEVHQFH RI IUDXG RU EDG IDLWK DQ DUELWUDWRU HQMR\V LPPXQLW\ IURP FLYLO
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liability. Arbitral immunity is not restricted to tort alone, but rather extends to all types of
FODLPVLQFOXGLQJEUHDFKRIFRQWUDFW´62 Such immunity is a matter of public law because
of the similarity of arbitration to the judicial function. In F lock, the Court rejected the
Plaintiff AUOHQH )ORFN¶V VXEPLVVLRQ RQ WKH JURXQGV WKDW LI WKH FDVH ZHUH DFFHSWHG WKH
only existing exceptions to arbitral immunity protection (fraud and bad faith) would be
expanded to include cases where an arbitrator simply fails to follow the terms of the
arbitrDWLRQ DJUHHPHQW UHJDUGOHVV RI WKH DUELWUDWRU¶V PRWLYHV RU LQ WKH DEVHQFH RI D
blameworthy state of mind.63
$V SDUW RI KLV UHDVRQLQJ -XVWLFH :LOVRQ RI $OEHUWD &RXUW RI 4XHHQ¶V %HQFK RI
Alberta states the following:

, DP SHUVXDGHG E\ /H%HO -$¶V OHJDO DQDO\VLV ZKLFK /¶+HUHX[-Dubé,
writing for the majority cited in Sport Maska Inc-XVWLFH:LOVRQVWDWHV³I
DP SHUVXDGHGE\ /H%HO -$¶VOHJDO DQDO\VLV DQGLQ SDUWLFXODU DJUHHZLWK
KLPWKDWµDUELWUDOLPPXQLW\¶PD\EHSURSHUO\H[SUHVVHGDVPHDQLQJ ± µ,Q
the absence of fraud or bad faith, an arbitrator enjoys immunity from civil
OLDELOLW\¶´
, DP DOVR VDWLVILHG WKDW /H%HO -$¶V FRQFOXVLRQV GR QRW UHVWULFW DUELWUDO
LPPXQLW\ WR WRUW DORQH +LV ODQJXDJH FKRLFHV HJ ³FHUWDLQ LPPXQLWLHV´
WKH SOXUDO  DQG ³LPPXQLW\ IURP FLYLO OLDELOLW\´ DUH LQVWUXFWLYH &OHDUO\
LeBel J.A. was speaking of immunity from all types of lawsuits, not
merely immunity from an action in tort.64
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ DV -RQQHWWH :DWVRQ +DPLOWRQ FULWLFL]HV LQ ³'RXEWV DERXW
$UELWUDWRU,PPXQLW\´65 a quick note-up of the judicial history reveals that Sports Maska
KDGQRWEHHQ³UHOLHGXSRQRQWKHTXHVWLRQRIDUELWUDOLPPXQLW\E\DQ\FRPPRQODZFRXUW
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LQ &DQDGDEHIRUH-XVWLFH:LOVRQ¶VOHJDO DQDO\VLV´ ,Q IDFW WKHRQO\MXVWLILFDWLRQRIIHUHG
E\ /H%HO -$ LQ WKH SDVVDJH TXRWHG LV ³D VXSHUILFLDO DVVHUWLRQ RI WKH VLPLODULty of
DUELWUDWLRQWRWKHMXGLFLDOIXQFWLRQ´66 +DPLOWRQIXUWKHUQRWHVWKDW³WKHUHLVQRGLVFXVVLRQ
LQ-XVWLFH:LOVRQ¶VGHFLVLRQDERXWZKHWKHUWKHFRPPRQODZRIDUELWUDOLPPXQLW\LVVWLOO
available, or whether the Arbitration Act of Alberta (RSA 2000, c A-43) is an exhaustive
FRGHUXOLQJRXWUHVRUWWRWKHFRPPRQODZWRILOODQDOOHJHGJDS´7KHTXHVWLRQV+DPLOWRQ
DVNVDUHH[WUHPHO\SHUWLQHQWLQOLJKWRIWKHFDVHDVVKHVD\V³$OWKRXJKWKH Arbitration

Act does not say anything about arbitral immunity, it does speak to every other type of
DUELWUDWRUHQWLWOHPHQWLQFOXGLQJDUELWUDWRUV¶SRZHUVDQGOLEHUWLHVGXWLHVDQGOLDELOLWLHV,V
the absence of any mention of arbitral immunity significant? If arbitrators were entitled to
immunity, would it not be spelled out LQWKHOHJLVODWLRQ"´67 These questions bring us back
to the issue of the delicate balance between the competence-competence doctrine of
international arbitration while ensuring that the process is impartial and independent by
the fair conduct of arbitrators.
CONCLUSION
7KH H[DPLQDWLRQ RI &DQDGD¶V FXUUHQW VWDWXV DV DQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO DUELWUDWLRQ SODFH ZKLOH
considering the difficulty arising from competing sources of ethical codes, indicates that
there is an increasing prevalence of providing accountability to international arbitrators.
An expansion of resorting to international arbitration spurs potential for more ethical
dilemma for arbitrators in the future. After a brief discussion of how some countries have
dealt with ethical issues pertaining to conflict of interest, it is clear that different national
courts have competing ways of dealing with similar issues. The danger of such difference
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is that astute arbitrators may start selecting the seat of arbitration according to the
WHQGHQF\RIQDWLRQDOFRXUWV¶ recognition of arbitral immunity. The potential consequence
of such selection can seriously distort the treasured lex arbitri , a set of mandatory rules
that governs the seat of arbitration.68
2QWDULR¶VUHFHQWGHFLVLRQRQ Boeing v Telesat illustrates that the Canadian court is
ZLOOLQJWRSURYLGHVRPHUHJXODWLRQRYHUDUELWUDWRUV¶TXHVWLRQDEOHFRQGXFW+RZHYHUZLWK
the double, or triple, deontology of competing ethical codes and guidelines, it is
extremely difficult to determine what to hold arbitrators accountable for as well as to
know whom they are accountable to. This is the reason why the contemporary
scholarship on ethics of international arbitration lacks a consensus regarding stringent
regulation of national law. These conflicting results of different national courts need to be
UHVROYHG DV ³RQH QDWLRQ¶V DVVHUWLRQ WKDW D SDUWLFXODU ODZ LV PDQGDWRU\ GRHV QRW
necessarily make it inescapable if another nation adjudicates the case or refuses to
HQIRUFH WKH MXGJPHQW´ 69 An international arbitration ethics expert Catherine Rogers
writes on this issue; she states that skeptics of private arbitration may be doubtful by
HYLGHQFH WKDW ³DUELWUDWRUV DUH JHQHUDOO\ ZLOOLQJ WR HQIRUFH WKH PDQGDWRU\ UXOHV
HQFRPSDVVHG LQ ODZ VHOHFWHG E\ WKH SDUWLHV´

70

)URP WKH VNHSWLF¶V perspective,

international arbitration may seem to allow parties to contractually circumvent the
mandatory law of one nation by choosing the law of another. This is precisely why
safeguarding the competence-competence doctrine of international arbitration is so
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important.
Going forward, Ontario and Canada courts and legislatures should continue to
consider whether they could continue to afford more self-regulation of the arbitrators, and
allow the arbitral institutions to bear greater burdens of providing accountability. Another
option would be to adopt a more structured approach of regulation according to the
national law. If various national courts and national bar associations begin devising and
applying their own arbitral ethical rules to international arbitrators who are also locally
OLFHQVHG ODZ\HUV WKRVH LQVWLWXWLRQV ZLOO EHFRPH YHQXHV IRU ³LQWHUSUHWLQJ DQG HQIRUFLQJ
WKRVHUXOHV´71 As a result, the conduct of international arbitrators would become subject
to the very national institution from which arbitral decision-making is supposed to be
insulated. 72 $V VXFK FDVHV RI GHDOLQJ ZLWK LQWHUQDWLRQDO DUELWUDWRUV¶ HWKLFDO REOLJDWLRQ
continue to emerge, Canada will have to find a solution that adopts the international
guidelines but also sustains Canadian values of good faith and fairness in international
arbitration.
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A man without ethics is a wild beast loose upon this world.
Albert Camus
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P R O P O R T I O N A L I T Y A N D N E C ESSI T Y
Thomas Hurka
(GLWRU¶VQRWH³3URSRUWLRQDOLW\DQG1HFHVVLW\´ILUVWDSSHDUHG in Larry May, ed., War:
Essays in Political Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), 127-44.
7KHHVVD\KDVEHHQUHSULQWHGKHUHZLWKWKHDXWKRU¶VSHUPLVVLRQ
I. CONSEQUENCE CONDITIONS
Just war theory, the traditional theory of the morality of war, is not a consequentialist
theory, since it does not say a war or act in war is permissible whenever it has the best
consequences. On the contrary, its jus ad bellum component, which concerns the morality
of resorting to war, says a war with the best overall outcome can be wrong if it lacks a
just cause, that is, will not produce a good of one of the few types, such as resisting
aggression or preventing genocide, that alone can justify war. It can likewise forbid a war
that is not declared by a competent authority or fought with a right intention. Similarly,
WKHWKHRU\¶V jus in bello component, which concerns the morality of waging war, contains
a discrimination condition that can forbid military tactics with the best outcome if they
target civilians rather than only soldiers. In all these ways the theory is deontological
rather than consequentialist.
But just war theory does not ignore the consequences of war and would not be
credible if it did: a morally crucial fact about war is that it causes death and destruction.
The theory therefore contains several conditions that forbid choices concerning war if
their consequences are in some way unacceptable. The jus ad bellum insists that a war
must have a reasonable hope of success in achieving its just cause and other relevant
benefits; if it does not, its destructiveness is to no purpose and the war is wrong. A
further, proportionality condition says that even if a war does achieve relevant benefits, it
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is wrong if the destruction it causes is excessive, or out of proportion to, those benefits.
And a last resort condition forbids war if its benefits, though significant, could have been
achieved by less destructive means such as diplomacy. The jus in bello contains
conditions parallel to these last two. An in bello proportionality condition says an act in
war is wrong if the harm it causes, especially to civilians, is out of proportion to its
military benefits, while a necessity condition forbids acts that cause unnecessary harm,
because the same benefits could have been achieved by less harmful means.
These consequence conditions, as I will call them, have been central to recent
moral debates about particular wars. Before the 1991 Gulf War some critics said it would
be disproportionate, because it would result in a wider Middle East conflagration. Many
objected that the Iraq War of 2003 was not a last resort, because any weapons of mass
destruction Saddam Hussein had could just as well be eliminated by UN inspections. And
DFRPPRQFULWLTXHRI,VUDHO¶VDQWL-terrorist operations in the Palestinian territories is that
they have caused disproportionate harm to Palestinian civilians.
Just war theory could interpret these conditions in a consequentialist way, so that,
for example, a war is proportionate if the total of all its benefits, of whatever type and
however caused, is even slightly greater than its total harms, and a last resort if its net
benefits minus harms are even slightly better than an\DOWHUQDWLYH¶V$QGLQGHHGVRPHRI
WKH WKHRU\¶V SURSRQHQWV KDYH LQWHUSUHWHG LW WKLV ZD\ 1 Then the theory, while not as a
whole consequentialist, because it contains just cause, discrimination, and other nonconsequentialist conditions, mimics consequentiDOLVPLQKRZLWDVVHVVHVDZDU¶VUHVXOWV
But this interpretation is neither most intuitive nor truest to how the conditions
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

1. See e.g. James Turner Johnson, Morality and Contemporary Warfare (New Haven, CN: Yale University
Press, 1999), pp. 27-28.
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have usually been understood. A more attractive reading departs from consequentialism,
first, by distinguishing among types of benefit and harm, saying only some are relevant to
the assessment of a war or act in war while others are not. Second, it distinguishes among
causal processes, saying benefits and harms with one kind of causal history can count
toward the assessment of a war or act while the same benefits or harms with another
history cannot. Finally, it does not always weigh benefits and harms equally but gives
more weight to harms an act directly causes than to any benefits it produces. In all three
respects the resulting theory assesses consequences in a deontological way.
Before elaborating these points, we need to say something about the mutual
relations of the conditions. The hope-of-success condition, though often presented as a
separate condition in the jus ad bellum, can actually be subsumed under the
proportionality condition. If a war has little or no chance of achieving relevant goods,
then its destructiveness is out of proportion to its expected benefits and the war is wrong.
But in each branch of the theory the proportionality and necessity conditions ± the last
resort condition is really an ad bellum necessity condition ± are independent. A war can
be proportionate, because the destruction it will cause is tolerable compared to its
benefits, but not a last resort, because the same benefits could be achieved by less
destructive means. Or it can be a last resort, because it is the only way of achieving
certain goods, but disproportionate, because it will cause excessive harm compared to
those goods.
At the same time, the necessity conditions are derivative from the proportionality
conditions, because they are comparative versions of them. To assess the proportionality
of a given war we identify its relevant benefits and harms and then subtract the latter
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from the former to arrive at its net effect: only if that is sufficiently positive is the war
permitted. Applying the last resort condition would be easy if there were some alternative
that would achieve all the same goods; then the only question would be whether that
alternative was less destructive. But often the alternatives to war will not achieve all the
same goods, or not all to the same degree, and sometimes they risk additional harms. For
example, if we try to reverse an aggression by diplomacy and fail, that may give the
aggressor time to strengthen its military, making the eventual war more bloody. We must
therefore do a separate proportionality assessment for each alternative to war, subtracting
its relevant harms from benefits, and count the war as a last resort only if its net effect is
better than that of any alternative. To put it slightly differently, we must determine
whether the additional benefits of war, compared to its alternatives, justify its additional
harms, and make a similar assessment for particular acts in war under the in bello
necessity condition. So in each branch of the theory the proportionality condition
considers the relevant benefits and harms of a war or act considered on its own, while the
necessity condition compares the result of that calculation with the results of similar
calculations for relevant alternatives, allowing a choice only when its balance of benefits
to harms is better than that of any alternative.
Though the proportionality conditions are not comparative in the same way as the
necessity conditions, they still involve a comparison. They require us to identify the
benefits and harms a war will cause, which requires comparing the situation that will
result from the war with the situation that would have obtained had it not been fought.
Imagine that a war to remove a brutal dictator will cause 10,000 deaths among his
FRXQWU\¶VFLYLOLDQVEXWWKDWLIKHUHPDLQHGLQSRZHUKHZRXOGNLOOFLYLOLDQV7KH
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relevant fact about the war is not that it will kill 10,000; it is that it will result in a net
saving of 90,000. But what is the baseline situation with which this comparison is made?
The simplest view is that the baseline is whatever a nation would have done had it
not fought the war or, better, if the just cause for the war had not arisen. But this view is
problematic at at least two points. Imagine that a nation is contemplating a war that has a
trivial just cause and will be immensely destructive, but that if it does not fight this war it
will fight another even more destructive war with no just cause. The fact that the second
war will have an even worse result surely cannot make the first war proportionate, and to
exclude this implication we must consider only alternatives that do not involve the
QDWLRQ¶V GRLQJ VRPHWKLQJ PRUDOO\ ZURQJ 1RZ LPDJLQH WKDW WZR QDWLRQV DUH
contemplating the same war, with the same just cause and same level of destruction. If
the first nation does not fight the war, it will spend the money the war would cost on
welfare programs that will significantly benefit its poor. If the second does not fight, it
will spend the money on tax breaks for the rich, which while not strictly forbidden will be
much less beneficial. If the proportionality assessment considers just what a nation would
RWKHUZLVH GR WKH ILUVW QDWLRQ¶V ZDU ZLOO EH OHVV OLNHO\ WR EH SURSRUWLRQDWH 7KDW VHHPV
wrong: ZK\ VKRXOG D QDWLRQ¶V GRLQJ PRUH JRRG LQ LWV DFWLYLWLHV RXWVLGH ZDU PDNH LWV
resorting to war less permissible? To avoid this implication, we should compare the net
effect of war with that of the least beneficial alternative that is morally permitted: then
the two nations in our example will have their option of war compared with the same
baseline, which is now not purely factual but at two points moralized.2

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

2  2Q WKLV LVVXH VHH 'DYLG 0HOORZ ³&RXQWHUIDFWXDOV DQG WKH 3URSRUWLRQDOLW\ &ULWHULRQ´ Ethics and
International Affairs 20 (2006): 434-54.
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II. RELEVANT BENEFITS
Given this baseline, the first step in assessing the proportionality and then the necessity of
a war or act in war is identifying its relevant benefits. Consequentialism counts benefits
of all types, but just war theory seems not to, holding that some types of good are, as
types, irrelevant. Imagine that a war will give pleasure to our soldiers, who are bored with
training and eager for real combat. Their pleasure is undeniably good but seems here
morally irrelevant: the case for war cannot be stronger given this kind of effect. Or
imagine that a war will stimulate more profound art than would otherwise be created; that
too seems irrelevant to its justification. It may be objected that these benefits are too
trivial to count seriously in a proportionality calculation, but others are more significant.
,PDJLQHWKDWRXUQDWLRQ¶VDQGLQGHHGWKHZRUOG¶VHFRQRP\LVLQDUHFHVVLRQDQGWKDWZDU
would end that recession, as World War II ended the depression of the 1930s. The
economic benefits the war will produce here are significant, but they again seem
incapable of justifying war. An otherwise disproportionate conflict cannot become
proportionate because it will boost GDP.
:KLFKW\SHVRIEHQHILWDUHUHOHYDQW WKHQ"7KH\ FOHDUO\LQFOXGHWKRVHLQDZDU¶V
just causes. If the war will prevent aggression or major rights-violations by a government,
the goods thereby achieved count uncontroversially against the harm the war will cause.
And some very restrictive versions of just war theory say they are the only goods that
count. In determining whether a war is proportionate and a last resort, we weigh the harm
it will cause against only those benefits involved in its initial just causes.
But most versions of the theory are less restrictive, because they recognize what
KDYH EHHQ FDOOHG ³FRQGLWLRQDO´ MXVW FDXVHV 8QOLNH ³LQGHSHQGHQW´ MXVW FDXVHV VXFh as
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resisting aggression, merely conditional ones cannot on their own supply a just cause; if
one has only conditional just causes, one is not permitted to fight. But once some other,
independent just cause is present, conditional causes become legitimate goals of war and
can contribute to its justification, in particular by helping to make it proportionate and a
last resort. 3 Three main such causes have been recognized: forcibly disarming an
aggressor, deterring future aggression, and preventing humanitarian wrongs that, though
serious, do not mount to the level of an independent just cause.
On most versions of just war theory, the mere fact that a nation has weapons it
may or even is likely to use aggressively at some time in the future is no justification for
war against it now; pace the Bush Doctrine, merely preventive war is wrong. But once a
nation has committed aggression, forcibly disarming it to prevent it from doing so again
becomes on most views a legitimate goal of war and can even justify continuing the war
after its initial goals have been achieved. It is widely held that in World War II the Allies
were permitted to forcibly disarm Germany and Japan after their aggressions had been
reversed. Many likewise hold that in 1991 the UN coalition was permitted to send troops
LQWR ,UDT DIWHU OLEHUDWLQJ .XZDLW LQ RUGHU WR HOLPLQDWH ,UDT¶V ZHDSRQV RI PDVV
destruction; that is why, when they chose not to, they were also permitted to write
conditions about disarmament into the ceasefire agreement that ended the war.
A similar point applies to deterrence. The mere fact that war against a nation will
deter future aggressors cannot justify war, but once there is another, independent just
cause, deterrence becomes a relevant benefit of war and can play a vital role in its
MXVWLILFDWLRQ$UJHQWLQD¶VLQYDVLRQRIWKH)DONODQGVLQJDYH%ULWDLQDMXVWFDXVHIRU
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
3. This distinction is introduced (though using different terminology) in Jeff McMahan and Robert McKim,
³7KH-XVW:DUDQGWKH*XOI:DU´ Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 23 (1993): 501-41, pp. 502-06.
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ZDUEXWJLYHQWKHLVODQGV¶VSDUVHSRSXODWLRQDQGUHPRWHQHVVIURP%ULWDLQWKDWFDXVHPD\
have been insufficient to outweigh the harms of war in a proportionality calculation. But
in justifying her resort to war British Prime Minister Thatcher also cited the need to resist
aggression wherever it occurs, which was in effect to appeal to deterrence. And
deterrence may have done more to make the war proportionate than its initial just cause
did. Something similar applies to the last resort condition. In the lead-up to the Gulf War,
some nations sought a negotiated Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, but it was evident that
any such solution would require concessions to Iraq, for example, about some disputed
islands on the Iraq-Kuwait border. The United States and its closest allies vigorously
RSSRVHGWKHQHJRWLDWLRQVVD\LQJWKHUHPXVWEH³QRUHZDUGVIRUDJJUHVVLRQ´)RUWKHPWKH
conditional just cause of deterrence made diplomacy unacceptable when it might
otherwise have been the morally preferable alternative.
The final type of conditional just cause is illustrated by the 2001 Afghanistan
:DU:KLOHWKH7DOLEDQJRYHUQPHQW¶VRSSUHVVLRQRIWKH$IJKDQSHRSOHDQGHVSHcially of
Afghan women, was serious, I think most would deny that it constituted an independent
just cause; a war fought only to liberate Afghan women would have been wrong. But
once the Taliban provided an independent just cause by harbouring terrorists, the fact that
war against them would end their oppression became for many an additional relevant
benefit that counted toward its proportionality.4
$OHVVUHVWULFWLYHYLHZWKHQFRXQWVDVUHOHYDQWEHQHILWVWKHJRRGVLQERWKDZDU¶V
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4. Given the role of these conditional just causes, an independent just cause must involve not only a good of
a relevant type, such as resisting aggression, but also one above a threshold of seriousness. Otherwise
goods such as disarmament and deterrence could justify war given only a trivial wrong of a relevant type,
VXFKDVDQRWKHUQDWLRQ¶VLPSURSHUO\LPSULVRQLQJRQHRIRXUFLWL]HQVWKDWZURQJZRXOGVDWLVI\WKHMXVWFDXVH
condition, and disarmament or deterrence could then satisfy the proportionality and last resort conditions.
But surely if those goods cannot justify war on their own, they cannot do so given only a trivial wrong. We
avoid that implication by requiring independent just causes to be not only of a relevant type but also above
a threshold of seriousness.
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independent and its conGLWLRQDO MXVW FDXVHV :KDW ZHLJKV DJDLQVW WKH ZDU¶V
destructiveness is not just its initial justifying goal but also its potential to prevent future
wars by disarming and deterring would-be aggressors and to correct lesser humanitarian
wrongs. And there may be further relevant benefits. Imagine that in 1990 Saddam
Hussein conquered Saudi Arabia as well as Kuwait and used the resulting control of their
oil supplies to drive up the world oil price, causing significant harm to the world
economy. I think many will say that preventing that economic harm would then have
been a relevant benefit, making the case for war against Saddam stronger than if his
aggression had not affected the oil price. But how can that be if preventing an economic
recession is not a relevant benefit? How can economic goods count in the one case but
not the other? The answer may lie in how the goods are produced.
When war lifts an economy out of recession, the benefit results from a means to
WKHZDU¶VMXVWFDXVHLQRUGHUWRUHYHUVHDQDJgression, say, we invest money in military
production, and the resulting increase in industrial activity boosts our economy. But in
WKH 6DGGDP H[DPSOH WKH EHQHILW UHVXOWV IURP WKH DFKLHYHPHQW RI WKH ZDU¶V MXVW FDXVH
LWVHOILWLVWKHHQGLQJRI6DGGDP¶VRFFupations of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia that prevents
the increase in the world oil price. So it may be that economic goods count when they are
FDXVDOO\GRZQVWUHDPIURPDZDU¶VMXVWFDXVHEXWQRWZKHQWKH\UHVXOWRQO\IURPDPHDQV
to that cause. This suggestion may be confirmed by a diplomatic example. In the years
immediately after its end, it looked as if the Gulf War might contribute to resolving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, through the Oslo Accords it helped make possible. But I think
most would deny that this was a relevant benefit of the war: one could not fight Iraq in
order to bring peace to Palestine. And the reason may again be that the benefit resulted
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IURPDPHDQVWRWKHZDU¶VMXVWFDXVHUDWKHUWKDQIURPWKDWFDXVHLWVHOI,QRUGHUWRH[SHO
Iraq from Kuwait, the United States assembled an international coalition including both
western and Arab states and with Israel as an unofficial partner, and the contacts that
coalition involved helped stimulate the Oslo process. But now imagine that the 2003 Iraq
:DU KDG E\ HQGLQJ ,UDT¶V SD\PHQWV WR WKH IDPLOLHV RI 3DOHVWLQLDQ VXLFLGH ERPEHUV
reduced the level of suicide bombing and so stimulated an Israeli-Palestinian settlement.
Here it seems the settlement would be a relevant benefit, because ending support for
terrorism is a legitimate goal of war.
It may therefore be that some goods are relevant benefits when they are causally
GRZQVWUHDPIURPDZDU¶VMXVWFDXVHEXWQRWZKHQWKH\UHVXOWRQO\IURPWKHPHDQVWRWKDW
cause. Not all goods allow this treatmeQW KRZHYHU ,I D QDWLRQ¶V FLWL]HQV JHW SOHDVXUH
IURP LWV PLOLWDU\ YLFWRU\ WKDW VHHPV LUUHOHYDQW WR WKH ZDU¶V MXVWLILFDWLRQ HYHQ LI WKH
SOHDVXUH UHVXOWV IURP WKH QDWLRQ¶V DFKLHYLQJ D MXVW FDXVH %XW LI LW KROGV IRU HYHQ VRPH
goods, the just war conditions depart even further from consequentialism: not only do
they exclude some types of good as types, they count others only when they result from
one causal process rather than another.
The restrictions on relevant goods we have identified also bear on the last resort
condition. Any time a nation fights a war, it could have spent the money the war cost in
some other way, which could have had better consequences. For example, rather than
fight the Gulf War the United States could have spent the billions of dollars it cost on
development aid to Africa, which might well have produced greater benefits. For
consequentialism this makes the war morally wrong, but it does not do so for just war
theory. The reason is that the benefits of development aid, no matter how great, are of the
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ZURQJW\SHWREHUHOHYDQWWRDVVHVVLQJWKH*XOI:DU7KH\DUHQRWLQYROYHGLQWKHZDU¶V
just causes, either independent or conditional, nor are they causally downstream from
those causes, and they therefore cannot make development aid a morally mandatory
alternative to war. For last-resort purposes, the relevant alternatives to a war are only
DOWHUQDWLYH ZD\V RI DFKLHYLQJ WKH ZDU¶V EHQHILWV QRW SROLFLHV WKDW SURGXFH EHQHILWV RI
some totally different type.
These issues about relevant benefits also bear on the in bello proportionality
condition. Its legal formulations require only that the damage an act in war will cause not
EHH[FHVVLYH³LQUHODWLRQWRWKHFRQFUHWHDQGGLUHFWPLOLWDU\DGYDQWDJHDQWLFLSDWHG´ZLWK
no further explanation of KRZ³PLOLWDU\DGYDQWDJH´LVWREHXQGHUVWRRG5 But if an act in
ZDULVMXVWLILHGLWVXUHO\FDQRQO\EHEHFDXVHLWFRQWULEXWHVWRWKHZDU¶VUHOHYDQWEHQHILWV
ZKLFK PHDQV WKRVH LQ WKH ZDU¶V LQGHSHQGHQW DQG FRQGLWLRQDO MXVW FDXVHV DQG SHUKDSV
others causally downstream from them. But then any other benefits are irrelevant to in

bello proportionality: an otherwise disproportionate tactic cannot become proportionate
because it will please soldiers or have economic benefits, for example by testing a
technology with civilian applications. Just as these benefits cannot count in assessing a
war as a whole, so they cannot count in assessing acts within it.
It also follows that what counts as a proportionate tactic varies with the magnitude
RIDZDU¶VEHQHILWVDQG in particular with the moral significance of its just causes. A level
of harm to civilians that would be permissible in war against a genocidal enemy such as
Nazi Germany would not be permissible in the Falklands or Kosovo War. That seems
intuitively right and even undeniable, but it contradicts the widespread assumption that
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

5. 1977 Geneva Protocol I Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and Relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, Art. 51 (5) (b), in Documents on the Laws of War ,
3rd ed., ed. Adam Roberts and Richard Guelff (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), p. 449.
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the jus ad bellum and jus in bello are independent. It is commonly held that a nation may
be morally wrong in its resort to war but fight the war entirely in accordance with the in

bello rules. This is possible for the discrimination condition, if that permits both sides to
target enemy soldiers, but it is not true of the in bello proportionality and necessity
conditions. If they permit acts in war only when their relevant benefits outweigh their
relevant harms, and an aggressor can produce no relevant benefits because it has no just
FDXVH WKHQ QR DFWV E\ WKDW QDWLRQ¶V VROGLHUV FDQ EH SURSRUWLRQDWH RU QHFHVVDU\ 7KH in

bello conditions are not independent of the jus ad bellum but depend crucially on the
ODWWHU¶VVSHFLILFDWLRQRIUHOHYDQWEHQHILWV

III. RELEVANT HARMS
Having identified relevant benefits, the next task in assessing proportionality or necessity
is to identify relevant harms. Here again some types may be excluded as types. For
H[DPSOH LI DQ DJJUHVVRU QDWLRQ¶V FLWL]HQV ZLOO EH VDGGHQHG E\ LWV GHIHDW WKDW GRHV QRW
count at all against a war to reverse its aggression. But there seem to be many fewer such
exclusions than in the case of benefits. If a war will cause pain to soldiers who do not
ZDQWWRILJKWSUHYHQWWKHFUHDWLRQRIJUHDWDUWRUKDUPWKHZRUOG¶VHFRQRP\WKHVHHYLOV
VHHPDOOWRFRXQWIXOO\DJDLQVWWKHZDU¶VEHQHILWVDQGWRGRVRZKHWKHUWKH\UHVXOWIURP
WKHZDU¶VMXVWFDXVHRUQRW:KLOHPDQ\W\SHVRIEHQHILWare irrelevant to the justification
of war, most types of harm are relevant.
The more important exclusions of harms concern their causal histories, and in
SDUWLFXODUWKHUROHRIRWKHUDJHQWV¶FKRLFHVLQWKRVHKLVWRULHV&RQVLGHUILUVWWKHGHDWKVRI
enemy soldiers. The jus in bello seems to give these deaths very little weight. Its
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necessity condition forbids killing enemy soldiers wantonly or to no purpose, and this is
not a trivial restriction. It can, for example, justify the ban on explosive bullets: once a
soldier has been hit by gunfire he is effectively disabled, making any further harm to him
unnecessary. But if killing an enemy soldier will produce even a small benefit, it seems to
be permitted. If killing a hundred or even a thousand enemy soldiers is necessary to save
one of our soldiers, it is on standard military views not disproportionate. (In the movie

Saving Private Ryan there is surely no number of German soldiers such that Tom Hanks
must be careful not to kill more than that number while saving Ryan.) It is less clear how
IDU WKLV GLVFRXQWLQJ RI HQHP\ VROGLHUV¶ GHDWKV FDUULHV RYHU LQWR WKH jus ad bellum. On
many views the fact that a war will kill enemy soldiers counts more than trivially against
its proportionality, but on most it counts much less than if the war will kill enemy
civilians. This is reflected in popular criticisms of the Gulf and Iraq Wars, which focus
much more on the number of Iraqi civilians killed than on the number of Iraqi soldiers;
the latter are often barely mentioned. So in both branches of just war theory enemy
VROGLHUV¶ GHDWKV KDYH VLJQLILFDQWO\ GLVFRXQWHG ZHLJKW DV KDUPV DQG WKH VDPH LV WUXH WR
some extent for our soldiers. Imagine that to prevent terrorist attacks that will predictably
kill 10,000 of our civilians we must fight a war that will kill 15,000 of our soldiers. I
WKLQNPRVWZLOOVD\WKLVZDULVSHUPLWWHGLPSO\LQJWKDWVROGLHUV¶GHDWKVLQJHQHUDOFRXQW
OHVVWKDQFLYLOLDQV¶
7KLV GLVFRXQWLQJ RI VROGLHUV¶ GHDWKV DJDLQ GLVWLQJXLVKHV MXVW ZDU WKHRU\ IURP
consequentialism, which ignores the causal histories of harms. It is also connected to the
discrimination condition in the jus in bello, which permits soldiers on each side to target
enemy soldiers but not civilians. Different justifications have been proposed for this
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permission, but the one I find most plausible is most clearly available given volunteer
militaries on the two sides. Then we can say that by voluntarily entering military service,
soldiers on each side freely took on the status of soldiers and thereby freely accepted that
they may permissibly be killed in the course of war. More specifically, by volunteering
they gave up their right not to be killed by particular people in particular circumstances,
namely enemy soldiers in a declared war, and so made their killing in those
circumstances not unjust. Their situation is like that of boxers who, in agreeing to a bout,
permit each other to do in the ring what would be forbidden as assault outside it. This
explains not only why targeting them in war is not wrong, but also why their deaths count
less in assessing a war or act for proportionality or necessity: by making their deaths not
unjust they themselves gave them less weight. In the case of our soldiers there are
competing moral considerations. Our nation owes them special concern just as citizens,
and may also have undertaken when they enlisted to safeguard their lives so far as
possible. But even here there is an initial discount resulting from their initial decision to
WDNHXSWKHVROGLHU¶VUROH6
This justification applies most clearly when soldiers are full volunteers, but often
they are not. They may be conscripts, or have enlisted only because of lies told to them
by their government or because they had no acceptable career alternatives. Are their
deaths still discounted, or discounted as much? A hardline view says they are. Even
though not fully voluntary, their enlistment was voluntary to some degree: the conscripts
could have fled the country or gone to jail. And its being voluntary to that degree is
sufficient to give them the same moral status as full volunteers. They are likewise
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

6. This justification is surprisingly rarely given, but for hints of it see Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust
Wars (New York: Basic Books, 1077), p. 145; and Paul Christopher, The Ethics of War and Peace , 2nd ed.
(Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1994), p. 126n23.
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legitimate targets during war, and their deaths likewise have minimal weight against our
VROGLHUV¶ GHDWKV %XW D soft-line YLHZ DGMXVWV VROGLHUV¶ PRUDO VWDQGLQJ E\ the degree of
voluntariness of their enlistment. If they are conscripts they may be legitimate targets
while actively fighting, but not when sleeping in barracks far behind the front lines, and
their deaths have more weight against the benefits of war than the deaths of full
volunteers. A war with a comparatively minor just cause, such as the Falklands War,
might not be proportionate if fought against conscripts though it would be if fought
against volunteers. In the Gulf War the Iraqi troops defending Kuwait were largely
teenage conscripts; on the soft-line view this obliged the UN coalition facing them to
accept greater risks to its own troops than if the troops opposing them were Republican
Guards.
On the view just described, the moral weight of soldierV¶GHDWKVLVGLPLQLVKHGE\
choices they made in the past, and the same can be true of non-soldiers. Imagine that
some enemy civilians install themselves as voluntary shields around a military target,
hoping to deter attacks on it. Their deaths still have some moral weight. If we can attack
either this target or another of equal military value that lacks shields, we should attack the
one without shields. But if the civilians placed themselves near the target, that surely
discounts their deaths to some extent, so attacking it may be proportionate where it would
not be if their proximity were not their choice. Or imagine that if we win a war with a just
cause some terrorists on the other side will launch suicide attacks on our civilians. Setting
aside the civilLDQV¶ GHDWKV IRU D PRPHQW FDQ LW FRXQW DJDLQVW WKH ZDU¶V SURSRUWLRQDOLW\
WKDW LW ZLOO UHVXOW LQ WKH VXLFLGH ERPEHUV¶ GHDWKV" 7KH DQVZHU LV VXUHO\ QR DQG WKH
obvious explanation is that by themselves choosing their deaths the bombers took the
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responsibility for them on themselves and removed it from us.
In all these cases harm to a person is discounted because of his own wrongful
FKRLFHVEXWFDQLWDOVREHGLVFRXQWHGEHFDXVHRIRWKHUV¶FKRLFHV",PDJLQHWKDWORVLQJRQ
the battlefield, enemy troops retreat into a city where our pursuing them will inevitably
cause civilian deaths. In assessing that pursuit for in bello proportionality, do we count
the resulting civilian deaths fully against our act or can we discount them partly as the
HQHP\¶V UHVSRQVLELOLWy for bringing the civilians into the line of fire? International law
seems to say we cannot. It forbids using civilians as involuntary shields, which the enemy
WURRSVLQ HIIHFW DUHGRLQJ%XW LWDOVR VD\VWKDWRQHVLGH¶VYLRODWLQJLWVOHJDO REOLJDWLRQV
does not release the other side from its obligations, which suggests that our
proportionality assessment should remain unchanged. Not everyone accepts this view,
however; for example, the U.S. military seems not to. When a battle in the Iraq War
moved into the city of Nasiriyah after Iraqi forces retreated there, the commander of a
86DUWLOOHU\EDWWDOLRQILULQJRQWKHFLW\³SODFHGUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUDQ\FLYLOLDQGHDWKVRQ
WKH ,UDTL VROGLHUV ZKR GUHZ WKH PDULQHV LQWR WKH SRSXODWHG DUHDV´ VD\LQJ ³µZH ZLOO
enJDJHWKHHQHP\ZKHUHYHUKHLV¶´7
The same issue arises in the example of suicide bombers. If they kill civilians
after we win an otherwise just war, do the resulting deaths count fully against our resort
to war or are they partly discounted as due to the ERPEHUV¶ ZURQJIXO DFWV" $QG LW LV D
pervasive issue in wars against guerrilla or insurgent forces, whose common tactic is to
hide among a civilian population. The Viet Cong used this tactic in the Vietnam War, as
do Hamas, Hezbollah, and other opponents of Israel today. One view says their use of
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

7 ³0DULQHV :DGH ,QWR 'UHDGHG 8UEDQ %DWWOH´ The Globe and Mail , Mar. 25, 2003 (New York Times
Service).
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this tactic makes no moral difference: the forces fighting them must count any resulting
civilian deaths fully against their own acts. But some commentators on the Vietnam War
say the main responsibility for civilian deaths lay with the Viet Cong and not the U.S.;8
similarly, defenders of Israel say if Hezbollah locates rocket launchers in Lebanese
towns, the deaths that result when Israel eliminates the launchers are attributable to
Hezbollah.
In thinking about this issue we must not assume that the assignment of
responsibility is zero-VXP D KDUP FDQ EH ERWK ZKROO\ RQH DJHQW¶V IDXOW DQG ZKROO\
DQRWKHU¶V7KHLVVXHLVMXVWZKHWKHUDQHQHP\¶VKDYLQJZURQJIXOO\FRQWULEXWHGWRDKDUP
UHGXFHVVRPHZKDWWKDWKDUP¶VZHLght in our assessments of proportionality and necessity.
That said, the issue is a difficult one. It is not one where there are clear or uncontroversial
judgements about particular cases; on the contrary, there are sharp disagreements about
examples such aV WKH 9LHWQDP :DU DQG ,VUDHO¶V DWWDFN RQ +H]EROODK 1RU GR DEVWUDFW
principles tell decisively in favour of either view. On the one hand, one wants to say that
we must take the world as we find it and not ignore features of our choice situation
because we disapprove of how they came about. If an act of ours will kill civilians, that is
the morally salient fact and far more important than the precise reason why it will do so.
On the other hand, one wants to say that agents should not be morally protected by their
bad characters: that they have performed or will perform seriously wrong acts should not
make tactics against them impermissible that would be permissible if they were less
grossly immoral. At the same time, the issue is vitally important for current moral debates
about particular wars. At the bottom of these debates is a disagreement about how far, if
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

8. Paul Ramsey, The Just War: Force and Political Responsibility 1HZ<RUN6FULEQHU¶V S
:LOOLDP92¶%ULHQ The Conduct of a Just and Limited War (New York: Praeger, 1981), p. 100.
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DWDOOWKHKDUPVDQDFW RIRXUVZLOOFDXVHDUHGLVFRXQWHGLIWKH\DOVRGHSHQGRQRWKHUV¶
wrongful choices.

IV. WEIGHING BENEFITS AGAINST HARMS
Having identified relevant benefits and harms, just war theory must weigh the two against
each other. Consequentialism does so by giving them equal moral weight, so an act can
be right even though its benefits are only slightly greater than its harms. But
deontological moralities are much more restrictive. If they do not contain absolute
prohibitions against acts of direct harming such as killing the innocent, they allow these
acts only in extreme cases, where their benefits are not just somewhat but vastly greater.
Thus they allow killing an innocent person not to save just two other innocents, as
consequentialism would, but only to save a hundred or a thousand, and in so doing they
weigh harms much more heavily than benefits. As an instance of deontology, just war
theory follows this line, but in two different ways at two different points.
When deontological views forbid acts of direct harming, they understand the
directness at issue using either or both of two distinctions. The first says it is morally
worse to cause harm by what one actively does than merely to allow harm to happen by
not acting to prevent it; thus it is worse to kill than merely to allow to die. The second
VD\VLWLVZRUVHWRFDXVHKDUPLQWHQGLQJLWDVRQH¶VHQGRUDVDPHDQVWRRQH¶VHQGWKDQ to
do so merely foreseeing that the harm will result; thus aiming at harm is worse. These
two distinctions are independent of each other. One can actively cause harm while not
intending but only foreseeing it, and one can allow a harm because one wants it as an end
or means, for example, allow someone to die because one wants to inherit her wealth.
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Of these two distinctions, the second, between intending and merely foreseeing
harm, is the more important in just war theory. When the discrimination condition forbids
targeting civilians, it on most readings forbids acts that intend serious harm to civilians as
an end or a means, while not in the same way forbidding acts that merely foresee civilian
harm, as when bombing a legitimate military target unavoidably kills civilians living
nearby. Some versions of the theory are absolutist, forbidding the targeting of civilians in
any circumstances whatever. But others allow such targeting when it is necessary to avert
DQDEVROXWHFDWDVWURSKHRULQFRQGLWLRQVRI³VXSUHPHHPHUJHQF\´0LFKDHO:DO]HUWKLQNV
these conditions were present in the early stages of World War II, when the only way
available to fight the massive evil of a Nazi victory was to bomb German cities. But he
denies that they were present when the U.S. bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki, even if
doing so saved, as President Truman argued, many thousands of lives.9 In this case the
OLYHV VDYHG ZHUH SULPDULO\ VROGLHUV¶ ZKLFK PD\ EH GLVFRXQWHG E\ WKHLU YROXQWDU\
enlistment. But many just war theorists would take a similar view of civilian lives.
,PDJLQHWKDWWKHRQO\ZD\WRVDYHRIRXUFLYLOLDQV¶OLYHVIURPWHUURULVWDWWDFNVLV
E\ERPELQJDQRWKHUFRXQWU\¶VFLWLHVDQGLQWHQWLRQDOO\NLOOLQJRILWVFLWL]HQV0DQ\
just war theorists would say this bombing is wrong, thereby giving the harms an act
intentionally causes much more weight than its benefits.
The theory gives rather less weight to the other distinction, between doing and
allowing, since it often allows active doings that cause significant harm to civilians. But it
still seems to make some use of this distinction, and to count the harms a doing causes
somewhat more than its benefits. This is, however, not always easy to see.
Consider a trade-off between different civilian lives, as when a war to prevent our
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9. Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, ch. 16.
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civilians from being killed in terrorist attacks will inevitably kill some civilians in an
enemy country; this was the case in the Afghanistan War. The simplest versions of
consequentialism weigh all lives equally and will forbid this war if it takes just one more
life than it saves. But most adherents of just war theory start from a different position.
7KH\VD\DQDWLRQLVSHUPLWWHGDQGHYHQUHTXLUHGWRZHLJKLWVRZQFLWL]HQV¶LQWHUHVWVPRUH
heavily than non-FLWL]HQV¶ :KHQ GHFLGLQJ WUDGH immigration, and other policies, it
should look primarily to the effects on its own people. Does this view transfer to the case
RIZDUVRWKHUHWRRDQDWLRQPD\FDUHPRUHDERXWLWVRZQFLWL]HQV¶JRRG",WKLQNLWGRHV
but only in a significantly weakened form. Whereas a nation may be permitted to save its
own citizens from a natural disaster rather than save up to n times as many foreign
citizens, it may not be permitted to save its citizens from terrorism if that will involve its
killing n times as many foreigners. Even if some national preference is allowed in the
second case, the degree allowed is less. But then the doing/allowing distinction is doing
some work, making harms that result from a doing count more against its benefits than
they would if the harms were merely allowed.
Now consider a trade-RIIEHWZHHQVROGLHUV¶DQGFLYLOLDQV¶OLYHVDVZKHQDWDFWLF
that reduces the risk of death for our soldiers increases the risk for enemy civilians. (The
intense bombing of Iraq at the start of the Gulf War had this effect, as did the Kosovo
War policy of flying NATO planes only above 15,000 feet, where they were safe from
anti-aircraft fire but from where their bombing was inevitably less accurate.) Here the
baseline trade-offs are harder to determine. On the one hand, our soldiers are soldiers,
and by entering military service have surrendered their right not to be killed in war as
enemy civilians have not. On the other hand our soldiers are ours; they are citizens of our
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nation and deserve extra consideration as such. It is hard to determine exactly how these
considerations weigh against each other; perhaps they roughly balance each other, so the
baseline weights of the two groups are roughly the same. But then the fact that a tactic
will actively kill enem\FLYLOLDQVFDQERRVWWKDWKDUP¶VPRUDOZHLJKWPDNLQJWKHFLYLOLDQ
deaths count somewhat more. While our military would be permitted to save n + 1 of its
soldiers rather than save n enemy civilians, it must be saving rather more than n + 1 of its
soldiers to be justified in killing n civilians.
These initial trade-offs have all involved lives, which are goods of the same
general type, but just war theory must also weigh goods of different types. Consider the
commonly accepted just cause of resisting aggression. An aggressor may, if successful,
kill or imprison citizens of the victim nation; if so, preventing those wrongs is one
justification for military self-defence. But sometimes the aggressor has no such aim. If
not resisted, it will merely absorb the vLFWLPQDWLRQ¶VWHUULWRU\DQGUHSODFHLWVJRYHUQPHQW
with no further rights-violations to follow. In this case all that is threatened is the political
self-GHWHUPLQDWLRQRIWKHQDWLRQ¶VFLWL]HQV+RZPXFKKDUPLVSHUPLWWHGWRSURWHFWWKDW"
Some philosophers argue that none is, and that war against merely political
aggression is always disproportionate and wrong: though political rights are important,
they are not nearly as important as the right to life and may not be protected by taking
life.10 This is a radical argument, and would make many widely accepted wars wrong.
%XW WKHUH DUH VHYHUDO UHVSRQVHV WR LW )LUVW E\ WKUHDWHQLQJ WR NLOO WKH YLFWLP QDWLRQ¶V
citizens if they resist, the aggressor brings their right to life into play and so increases the
level of force they may use in self-defence. Second, a defensive war will kill mostly
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

10. Richard Norman, Ethics, Killing and War (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995), ch. 4;
David Rodin, War and Self-Defense (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2002), ch. 6.

!

94

soldiers, and if they freely entered military service that greatly reduces the weight their
deaths have in a proportionality assessment. Third, even if the war will kill some of the
DJJUHVVRU¶VFLYLOLDQVLWZLOOSUHVXPDEO\GRVRZLWKRXWLQWHQWZKLFKDJDLQUHGXFHVWKRVH
GHDWKV¶ ZHLJKWV $QGHYHQLIRQHSHUVRQ¶VULJKW RISROLWLFDO VHOI-determination does not
FRXQWPXFKDJDLQVWDGHDWKDJJUHVVLRQWKUHDWHQVPLOOLRQVRISHRSOH¶Vself-determination,
and their rights added together may justify substantially more resistance. Finally,
aggression threatens not just a political right, but the right to remain secure in a cultural
and political home, one to which citizens normally feel deeply attached. In the morality
of self-GHIHQFHDQDWWDFNLQVLGHRQH¶VKRPHKDVVSHFLDOPRUDOVWDWXVUDLVLQJWKHOHYHORI
defensive force one may use; and international aggression too invades a home.
These responses show, I think, that war against merely political aggression can be
morally permitted, but they do not give a precise algorithm for determining when that is
so. More generally, proportionality and necessity judgements can never be made with
complete precision. There are, first, daunting empirical demands on these judgements. To
know in advance whether a proposed war or tactic will be proportional or necessary, we
need to know what consequences it will have, which before the fact we can only estimate
roughly. Even after the fact, when its consequences are known, we have to compare them
with various hypothetical scenarios: with the baseline situation of acting as we could
otherwise permissibly have done, for the proportionality conditions, and with the results
of relevant alternatives, for the necessity conditions. As merely hypothetical, these
scenarios can again only be roughly estimated. And beyond these empirical challenges is
the moral challenge of comparing different types of value. To reach a decisive conclusion
about proportionality or necessLW\ZHPXVWNQRZKRZWRZHLJKRXUVROGLHUV¶OLYHVDJDLQVW
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those of enemy civilians, political self-determination against the lives of soldiers,
economic costs against deterrence, and much more. These weightings are very difficult,
and different people may make them differently, leading to different moral assessments
of particular wars or actions even given an agreed-on set of facts.
That said, proportionality and necessity are not always impossible to judge;
sometimes there are clear cases. For example, most believe that, despite the massive
destruction that resulted, the Allies were right to fight World War II against an enemy
such as Nazi Germany. It would likewise have been undeniably proportionate if a
military intervention had prevented the Rwandan genocide of 1994. On the other side, the
benefits of the Iraq War ± HQGLQJ6DGGDP+XVVHLQ¶VGLFWDWRUVKLSDQGUHPRYLQJWKHWKUHDW
of his acquiring weapons of mass destruction ± seem too meagre to justify the large-scale
havoc it has caused, so that war was on balance disproportionate. Nor, at least regarding
the weapons issue, was it a last resort, since that benefit could have been achieved by UN
inspectors. On the in bello side, it is hard to see the bombing inside Iraq at the start of the
Gulf War as proportionate: the harm it caused Iraqi civilians seems much greater than its
EHQHILWV WR WKH FRDOLWLRQ IRUFHV $QG VRPH RI ,VUDHO¶V WDFWLFV DJDLQVW WHUURULVP VXFK DV
bulldozing entire streets in Palestinian towns and bombing as far into Lebanon as Beirut,
seem to cause excessive harm.
Moreover, even when there are disputes about proportionality and necessity, we
can identify their underlying grounds. They do not involve just conflicts among
underivative moral judgements, but reflect deeper disagreements about such issues as the
PRUDOVWDWXVRIHQHP\FRQVFULSWVDQGWKHVLJQLILFDQFHRIRWKHUV¶ZURQJIXODJHQF\7KH\
are principled disagreements, with a more abstract philosophical basis. This may not
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make them easier to resolve; the underlying principles may be just as contentious. But it
does illuminate them, showing where the disputants most fundamentally differ and what
would be needed to bring them together.

V. CONCLUSION
As it must to be credible, just war theory evaluates wars and acts in war partly in light of
their consequences. It does not do so, however, in a consequentialist fashion. It does not
include all consequences in its assessments, holding that some types of harm and
especially benefit are irrelevant as types, so they cannot count morally for or against a
war or military tactic. Nor does it include consequences regardless of how they came
about. It may deem certain benefits relevant if they result in one way from a war but not
if they result in another, and may discount harms if their causal history includes certain
choices, for example by soldiers to enter military service or by an enemy to bring
civilians into the line of fire. Nor, finally, does it weigh benefits and harms equally. If
certain harms will result from what we actively do, then even if we do not intend them
they count more heavily against our act than if we merely allowed them to happen. The
resulting morality of war is sometimes more restrictive than consequentialism, for
example when acts that will save our soldiers will kill enemy civilians. And it is
sometimes more permissive, as when the same acts will kill only enemy soldiers. But it
takes a distinctively deontological approach to assessing the consequences of war, as
befits its overall character as a version of deontology.
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Little evil would be done in the world if evil never could be done in the name of good.
Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach
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